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Multitudes, Multitudes in 
the Valley of Decision 


HERE are multitudes in Germany in the val- 
ley of decision. Are you wondering what the 
German people are saying? You cannot know 
for sure unless you meet them face to face, 
and hear with your own ears. 

The whole world seems to be in the val- 
ley of decision. Everywhere there is an ebb 
and flow of thought, and the present state of 
affairs will likely change. 

When Joel wrote the words, in the head- 
ing above, he was addressing a people op- 
pressed and depressed. Are you curious to 
observe, first hand, this year, the inhabitants 
of the land where Joel preached, in the days 
before the birth of Christ? 

Russia, Italy, France and England, all of- 
fer contrasts in government and people. Spain 
is a republic now, but perhaps that land of 
charm hasn't changed much. It would seem 


impossible that Spain could ever be interested 
in depression. They would sing their songs 
like the one we know—"Valencia." If hard 
times threatened, the Spaniards would prob- 
ably postpone them till tomorrow. Thus, de- 
pression is inconceivable in Spain. 


As a teacher, you may be interested in 
the children of foreign lands. Are they far- 
ing as well as they should? Do they have some 
advantage your pupils have not? What, of 
their habits of work and play? Are they 
healthy and happy like the children you know? 
7 get the right answers you must see for your- 
self. 

There are multitudes, multitudes in the 
valley of decision. Decide to go somewhere 
in 1933 to see the fascinating drama of the 
world's living stage. 





Courtesy Intourist, Inc. 


The great Registan, or public square in Samarkand. Thronged from morning till night with picturesque natives from all corners 
of Soviet Central Asia, the Registan presents an exotic spectacle. To the right is the "Tila-Kari” or ‘the Golden Mosque.” On 
the left the Medresse of Ulugh-Beg. 
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By CLARENCE POE 


@ “WHAT sort of schools should 
farm folk have?” 
Whenever that question is asked my 

mind goes back to the little country 

school I attended as a boy, and the 
day when one of my schoolmates 
came to me and said, “Well, Clarence, 

I am not going to school any more.” 
“And why?” I asked. 

“It won’t be any use,” he answered, 
“because I have decided to be a 
farmer.” 

There indeed was a tragedy for 
you—a boy who had come to the 
school with the hope that it would 
give meaning and richness and color 
to his life, going back to his work 
hopeless of the help that should have 
been his, going back to a work that 
ignorance has made a lifelong drudg- 
ery, but which science and practical 
education should have glorified into 
a joyous art. 


Textbooks and the Farm 
Child 


Thirty years ago I heard Dr. John 
Graham Brooks, of Massachusetts, de- 
clare of the average public school: 

“Its arithmetic, its geography, its 
penmanship, its bookkeeping, and its 
reading book appeal to the imagina- 
tion of the farmer’s child are still 
dominated by clerk and trading point 
of view. The instruction seems to as- 
sume the failure of farm life. The in- 
exhaustible charm and resource of the 
country have no part in this teaching.” 

And this indictment still holds true 
of all too many public schools. Our 
textbooks have not suggested to the 
farmer’s child the possibilities of 
science and training in agricultural 
work. On the contrary, the natural 
and logical inference from much of 
our rural instruction has been that 
education is not indispensable to the 
farmer, but is intended chiefly for the 
commercial and professional classes. 
In your spelling book, for instance, it 
has been easy to find commercial and 
city words—dividends, stocks, inter- 
est, accounts, percentages, balance, 
etc., etc.—but where have you found 
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such fundamental agricultural terms 
as nitrogen, potash, protein, or even 
such common farm words as clevis, 
single-tree, mattock? In your arith- 
metic, you will find all about foreign 
exchange and commissions and bank 
discount and British money, and lati- 
tude and longitude, and the metric 
system of weights and measures, but 
until quite recently never a word about 
how to calculate a feeding ration for 
cows, or a fertilizer formula from cer- 
tain quantities of potash, phosphoric 
acid, and nitrogen. 

Invaluable, of course, in training 
farm boys and girls have been the 4-H 
Clubs and the vocational teaching of 
Smith-Hughes students. It is my be- 
lief, however, that the majority of 
farm pupils who are not reached by 
these agencies should also be awak- 
ened to the importance of scientific 
knowledge (1) in increasing farm 
profits and (2) in increasing the 
farmer’s happiness in his work by in- 
creasing his range of intellectual in- 
terest. In our arithmetics and in some 
textbooks of general science, much 
could be accomplished in this way. 


The great need now is to develop a 
system of education that will carry in- 
spiration and richness and color into 
the daily tasks of the great masses of 
our people. Nor need we be disturbed 
by those who say that training for 
work and for efficiency, the schools 
will become less useful in building 
character or in developing genuine 
culture. There is probably as much 
culture and _ character-training in 
learning how to calculate a fertilizer 
formula as there is in learning how to 
calculate latitude and longitude; just 
as much culture in learning the food 
values of the various vegetables as 
there is in learning to parse French 
verbs; just as much culture in 
learning to fight the bacterial invad- 
ers of one’s own body as in learning 
how some Roman emperor repelled 
martial invaders two thousand years 
ago. The idea that character and 
culture cannot be found in anything 
that has to do with sweat and horny 
hands, with the hiss of steam, the 
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smoke of factories, and the smell of 
plowed ground—this is an inheritance 
from the dudes, fops, and perfumed 
dandies of royal courts that we have 
no more use for in America than we 
have for powdered queues, gold snuff- 
boxes, and velvet knee-breeches. 


Developing a Genuine Rural 
Culture 


One fact let me make clear. In 
saying all this, I am not pleading at 
all for a merely commercialized or 
utilitarian view of farm life. The 
country school must teach of country 
things, not merely to enrich farm 
pocketbooks but to enrich farm life. 
I am reminded that a few days after 
Secretary of Agriculture Houston 
went into office in 1913, I called on 
him, and in discussing the needs of 
our rural people, he used one sentence 
I have never forgotten: “The farmer 
has a right to a joyous existence.” To 
insure his realizing upon this right 
must be our aim. We need to keep 
ever in mind Ruskin’s saying, “There 
is no wealth but life,” and, that in- 
disputable truth contained in an 
anonymous paragraph I have often 
quoted: 

“A boy or girl who likes a beauti- 
ful picture, a sunset, a rose bush, a 
robin, a sky full of stars, a fine old 
melody, a courtesy, a generous deed, 
or a good book, is better educated 
than a boy or girl could be without 
them, even if he could work all the 

(Continued on page 191) 
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The Equalization Factor in the State 


Distributive Fund’ 


By H. AMBROSE PERRIN, Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools, Joliet, Illinois 


@ IN order to ascertain how the 

equalization factor of the distribu- 
tive method used in Illinois functions 
with reference to the true needs of 
the counties, twelve counties were 
selected for detailed study. Three 
counties were chosen from each of 
four groups of counties of the state 
based upon the amount of full assessed 
valuation supporting each child in 
average daily attendance for the school 
year ending June, 1928. The counties 
selected were Marshall, Logan, Lake, 
Will, Bureau, Knox, DeWitt, Effing- 
ham, Fulton, Fayette, Jefferson, and 
Saline. Data for 1928 were used be- 
cause of their freedom from the unus- 
ual factors arising from conditions of 
the last few years. 


Claim for Special 
Equalization Aid 


The apportionment plan under 
which the Distributive Fund was al- 
lotted provided for two major items; 
namely, nine dollars for each weighted 
pupil in average daily attendance, and 
an amount for special equalization aid 
which would enable the district to 
conduct school for eight months each 
year with a total current expense of 
not less than $850.00, provided a one 
per cent educational tax had been 
levied.* 

A study of the claims for apper- 
tionment and for special equalization 
aid in relation to the total claim for 
the twelve counties shows that 86.87 
per cent of the amount of the claims 
was for apportionment on the basis 
of pupil attendance, while 13.13 per 
cent was for claims for special equali- 
zation aid. It further shows that 
those counties asking the greatest per- 
centage of equalization aid belong to 
the lower two groups of counties, rep- 
resentative of counties located chiefly 





*An abstract of Chap. V, of the author's doctor's 
dissertation “The Administration of the State Dis- 
tributive Fund in Illinois,” Private Edition, published 
by the University of Chicago Libraries, Chicago, Illi- 
nois, 1932. 

Basil, Illinois Statutes, 


Jones, Annotated, 1929 


Supplement, p. 1147, 


in the southern half of the state. Lo- 
gan and Lake counties from the upper 
group made no claim for special 
equalization aid, while Marshall 
County claimed only .43 per cent. 
On the other hand, the counties of 
Effingham, Fulton, Fayette, Jefferson, 
and Saline, all from the lower two 
groups, claimed percentages for spe- 
cial equalization aid ranging from 
12.10 for Fulton County to 42.94 for 
Saline County. Four of these five 
counties are located well below the 
center of the state. 

The least that should be accom- 
plished by a distributive plan designed 
to support a minimum state program 
is the guarantee of full payment of 
the special equalization claim. Table 
I shows that of the $103,148.74 
claimed for special equalization aid 
the sum of $84,295.11 was paid. The 
amount of reduction was $18,853.63, 
a percentage of 18.28. 

Of the six counties representing the 
lower two groups of counties, five 
suffered marked reductions. DeWitt 
County made but small claims for 
special equalization aid. Jefferson 
and Saline counties made the largest 
claims. They are representative of the 
poorest group of counties. The 
amounts of reduction are of unusual 
importance in this situation, because 
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the special equalization aid claims 
represent amounts necessary to main- 
tain schools for the minimum term, as 
was shown by a special study of in- 
dividual districts in Will, Bureau, 
Jefferson, and Saline counties. 


Relation of Effort and Spe- 
cial Equalization Claim 


Of the 1512 elementary school dis- 
tricts in the twelve selected counties, 
380 districts made the required $1.00 
levy for educational purposes, a per- 
centage of 25.13. Of the districts 
making the required levy, 222 claimed 
and received special equalization aid, 
a percentage of 58.42. Furthermore, 
those counties representative of the 
poorer half of the counties in the state 
made the greater number of district 
claims for special equalization aid. 
Also, the data indicate that the dis- 
tricts in the counties in the poorer 
half of the state made proportionally 
greater efforts as is shown by the per- 
centage of districts within the counties 
which made a levy of $1.00, given in 
Table II. 

It seems reasonable to conclude that 
the counties which had the greatest 
need for special equalization aid were 
the counties which made the greatest 
effort to raise school funds. 

(Continued on page 187) 


TABLE I 


_ Amount claimed and received and amount and percentage of reduction in special equal- 
ization aid for twelve selected counties by the 1928 allotment of the distributive fund. 





























Amount Amount Amount of Percentage 
Counties Claimed* Received** Reduction of Reduction 
ee ee ee oe ee $ 91.80 $ 58.58 $ 33.22 36.19 
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ene 51,083.60 43,375.08 7,708.52 15.09 
pe ee ee $103,148.74 $ 84,295.11 $ 18,853.63 18.28 
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®@ AS I look over the audience this 

evening I miss certain faces—the 
faces of men and women who have had 
a tremendous influence in the develop- 
ment of this organization. I see oth- 
ers who have been here year after year 
and have labored diligently for the 
cause of education. There are still 
others who are here for the first time. 
For their benefit I should like to take 
a few moments to review briefly the 
history of this association. I have al- 
ways disliked hearing anyone start 
with the beginning of time and come 
down to the present, but I am remind- 
ed that the whole creation story has 
been told in Genesis in a very few 
sentences. 

Seventy-nine years ago tomorrow, a 
small group of men organized at 
Bloomington the Illinois Teachers 
Institute. A few years later the In- 
stitute changed its name to the IIli- 
nois State Teachers Association. The 
membership to 1900 was never much 
above 1000, and twenty years ago in 
1912 the membership had reached 
1269. Since that time, the member- 
ship has increased until now there are 
over 39,000 enrolled. The present 
plan of organization was outlined by 
Mr. W. R. Hatfield of Chicago. His 
plan was adopted in 1912; three years 
later, Mr. Robert C. Moore was elected 
full-time secretary and has been re- 
elected each year since as secretary, 
and editor of the ILLINo1s TEACHER. 
In 1924 the statistical and research de- 
partment was established, and Mr. L. 
R. Grimm was put in charge. 

At the annual meeting in 1922, Dr. 
William Bishop Owen of Chicago sug- 
gested that the Legislative Assembly 
invest the Board of Directors with 
authority to purchase property at 
Springfield for an office and head- 
quarters for the Association. Our 
permanent headquarters, the William 
Bishop Owen Memorial Building, 
stands across the way. 

The Association has a splendid 
record of achievement. Quoting from 
an article in the ILLino1s TEACHER 
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Greetings from the President 
First General Session, Annual Meeting, 


|. S. T. A, Tuesday, December 27 


Retrospect and a Look Ahead 


prepared by Mr. Moore, we give a few 
of its accomplishments. “Among the 
many things credited to the efforts of 
this organization of teachers in IIli- 
nois in the past few years are: higher 
professional standards for beginning 
teachers, improved certification laws, 
improved school sanitation, wider use 
of school grounds and buildings, im- 
proved and extended high school fa- 
cilities, free high school tuition for 
children in non-high school districts, 
improved child labor laws, vocational 
and continuation schools, free text- 
books by district referendum, free 
transportation of pupils, a law pro- 
viding for county truant officers, an 
improved compulsory attendance law, 
eight months minimum school term, 
increased salaries of teachers and su- 
perintendents, teachers’ pension and 
teacher tenure laws, increase in appro- 
priations to state normal schools, an 
increase in state school funds from one 
million to ten million dollars a year, 
an improved method of distributing 
the state school fund, and a large in- 
crease in school revenue made possible 
by increased school tax rates.” I only 
wish that every teacher might appre- 
ciate and understand the great work 
that has been done for her. 

To me this seems to be a splendid 
record, most of which has been ac- 
complished during the last twenty 
years. But what of the next twenty 
years? Few of us realize the great 
seriousness of these uncertain times. 
We have more difficult problems to 
face in education than we have ever 
had before. I have been greatly im- 
pressed by a report of a group of en- 
gineers whose headquarters are at 
Columbia University, who have been 
studying over a period of ten years the 
trend of our social, economic, and in- 
dustrial systems. They have come to 
the conclusion, that man has finally 
achieved his goal in his struggle for 
leisure and elimination of toil. An- 
other conclusion which they have 
reached is, “that in this country today 
it is now necessary for the adult popu- 
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Retiring President, |. S. T. A. 


lation to work but sixteen hours a 
week to produce a standard of living 
for the entire population ten times 
above the average income of 1929.” 
This means that our country is facing 
the greatest unemployment problem in 
its history. They give an illustration 
of what can be done with a new plant 
called ramie, the products of which 
can be manufactured by automatic 
machinery thereby increasing our un- 
employment by millions. 

Ramie is a plant which grows 
abundantly in the South and will pro- 
duce 1500 pounds to the acre com- 
pared with 150 pounds of cotton. It 
can be manufactured into cloth which 
will wear seven times as long as wool 
and seven hundred times as long as 
cotton. It can be woven with linen, 
silk, wool and cotton and takes the dyes 
beautifully. It can also be made into 
paper more cheaply than wood pulp 
and cannot be torn by human hands. 
If this product is put on the market, 
it will seriously disrupt the whole 
wood pulp, cotton, wool, and silk in- 

(Continued on page 192) 
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Distributive Fund Not Deducted 


® EARLY in January we learned that one county clerk 

was about to deduct from the annual levies of the 
districts in his county the amounts those districts had re- 
ceived last year from the state common school fund usual- 
ly called the state distributive fund. Such deduction if 
generally applied throughout the state would cause a 
great decrease in school funds, in fact about $10,000,000, 
or the total amount received from the state distributive 
fund by all districts. The loss in Chicago alone would be 
over $3,000,000. 

In the case called to our attention the county clerk had 
evidently believed that “public school fund” and “com- 
mon school fund” are but different names for one and the 
same fund, while in fact they are the names of two sep- 
arate and distinct funds as can be determined by reading 
Section 5 of “An Act in relation to School Finance,” as 
amended in the first special session of the 57th General 
Assembly and approved February 22, 1932. The public 
school fund was therein established as a new and separate 
fund; and in the income tax law it was named as the 
fund into which the proceeds of the income tax were to 
be deposited. 

The same special session enacted Sections 216a and 216b 
of the school law to provide for the distribution of the 
public school fund, if there were any to distribute, but it 
made no change in Sections 211 and 211a for the distribu- 
tion of the common school fund. The amount of the pub- 
lic school fund received by any district was to be deducted 
from its levy, but there is absolutely no authority for de- 
ducting its portion of the state common school fund. Since 
the income tax law was declared invalid, there has been 
no public school fund to distribute; therefore, no deduc- 
tion is to be made from the district levies, except what 
reductions may be necessary to bring them within the 
legal limitations concerning district tax rates and the av- 
erage expenditures for the last four years. 

We explained all this to the county clerk, or to the 
superintendent of a city school in his county, and we are 
informed that he will not make the deductions he was 
about to make. 

If any county clerk attempts to deduct from the district 
levies the amounts received by districts from the state dis- 
tributive fund, he should be enjoined. Possibly it would 
be well for you to inquire whether there is confusion in 
the mind of your county clerk. 

The new laws referred to were explained quite fully on 
page 272 of the I:xinois TeacHer of April, 1932, to 
which we beg leave to refer you. 


EDITORIAL NOTES 
...and COMMENT 








ILLINOIS TEACHER 165 






Membership Fee a Good Investment 


@ THE above editorial in regard to a service rendered 

by the I. S. T. A. to the schools and the teachers was 
written by your editor without the slightest blush. We 
declare also that many other examples of similar services 
could be described and proved. We are stating these 
facts just now because it is time to enroll our membership 
for this year, and some teachers seem to lack information 
as to what their Association has done for them. Even a 
few superintendents are suggesting a decrease in our mem- 
bership dues, which are already very small as compared 
with the dues of some of the organizations strongly op- 
posing almost everything we advocate, particularly our 
measures for financing the schools. 

We do not hesitate to say that every dollar paid by the 
teachers in I. S. T. A. dues is worth $100 to them. At least 
that is what our opponents really declare when they charge 
the I. S. T. A. with the awful crime of increasing school 
revenues. For instance, the people who are vigorously 
or even viciously fighting “to reduce the cost of govern- 
ment,” including the cost of the schools, charge the I. S. 
T. A. with increasing the state school fund from one mil- 
lion dollars to ten and one-half million dollars a year, or 
an increase of $9,500,000 a year. As an organization we 
should proudly plead guilty to the charge. This increase 
divided among the 48,000 teachers employed in the state 
amounts to nearly $200 a year per teacher. Besides this 
are the increases in district tax rates our Association has 
helped obtain, the pension law, the sanitation law pro- 
viding better health conditions for teachers, and many 
other laws and services worth actual cash to teachers. 
Then of course the information gathered by our research 
department is worth much; and some really professional 
teachers declare that the ILLINo1s TEACHER and the lec- 
tures and discussions at the meetings are worth all the 
membership costs. An active employee of another strong 
state organization said recently: “I do not understand 
how the I. S. T. A. accomplishes all it does with the small 
membership fee it collects than 40,000 
members.” 


from less 


Isn’t it a good investment to get one hundred dollars 
for one dollar? 

Those superintendents, principals, and teachers who 
understand the value of the service rendered by their 
state organization should at once inform those teachers 
who do not understand. At this particular time when a 
strong and active state organization of teachers is neces- 

(Continued on page 185) 
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THE ILLINOIS TEACHER 


The Governor's Inaugural 


Address 


@ WE have known of candidates for 
important offices whose expressions 
before election were: much more lib- 
eral toward the public schools than 
they were after election. But we be- 
lieve Governor Horner’s expressions 
get better after election. His state- 
ment in the September ILLINoIs 
TEACHER was very good, but his in- 
augural address was even better. 

The main part of that part of his 
address entitled “Taxation” is on our 
front cover page this month. Here is 
what he said on the subject, “Educa- 
tion”: 

The constitution imposes upon the general 
assembly the duty of providing a thorough 
and efficient system of free schools, whereby 
all children of the state may receive a good 
common-school education. This is one of the 
most important duties with which the state is 
charged. What was regarded as sufficient 
education at the time of the adoption of the 
constitution in some respects no longer serves 
to prepare the average boy or girl for proper 
adjustment to the complexities of our mod- 
ern civilization. The changes in the econom- 
ic world have been such that the good of 
the state demands that the advantages of 
higher education should be extended to a 
much greater number of our young citizens 
than enjoy it now. 

We must realize that the teachers are the 
most potent of all our agencies for the good 
of the state, and I hope that our financial 
problems will not make necessary curtail- 
ment of educational opportunities. 

Our standards of education are none too 
high as it is, and a concerted effort to raise 
them should be made throughout the state. 
We should maintain undiminished such train- 
ing schools for teachers as we now have, 
and as soon as our finances allow, extend 
their work so that none but qualified teach- 
ers shall be in charge of any classroom in 
Illinois. 

The teachers everywhere in the state should 
be assured permanent tenure of their posi- 
tion and all educational institutions should 
be absolutely free from political domination 
or interference. The teachers’ pensions now 
provided by law should be continued. While 
I believe as a general policy that every com- 
munity should pay for the maintenance of 
its own local governments, I believe, never- 
theless, that the matter of education of 
children anywhere within the state concerns 
the people of the whole state. The popula- 
tion is constantly shifting from city to farm, 
from farm to city. Children educated in 
one portion of the state frequently take up 
residence in other portions of the state. It 
is of vital concern to the citizens of each 
locality that such as come there to live should 
be well prepared for the tasks of good citi- 
zenship. I, therefore, favor the maintenance 


of the educational fund of the state within 
reasonable limits, with a view of giving the 
children living in the poorer school districts 
as good an education as is received by those 
living under more favorable conditions. It 


is opportune to determine now if our exist- 
ing system of state aid accomplishes these 
purposes. 

The general assembly should give its at- 
tention to the subject of the one-room schocls 
of Illinois, not only in its relation to the 
quality of education received by the children 
there but also to the tax-payers in the rural 
districts of the state. Throughout the state 
the one-room school districts show glaring in- 
equalities in size, in taxation, in wealth, and 
in school attendance. There is neither equal- 
ity of educational opportunity for farm chil- 
dren nor equality of tax burden for rural 
taxpayers, nor can there be until our rural 
school system is reorganized. Such a re- 
organization of rural education and financing 
should be had to lighten the tax burden now 
resting on agricultural regions in this state, to 
improve the efficiency of the rural schools by 
raising the average daily attendance of the 
one-room school, and by the employment of 
fewer and better teachers. By placing one- 
room schools under one county management 
with an equal enjoyment of railroad and other 
taxes and like sources of revenue each school 
in that county would enjoy equal benefits. 
I am advised that nearly 4,000 one-room 
schools of this state are operated with twelve 
or less pupils and in a few instances a single 
pupil constitutes the entire school. 

The general assembly vests in the small 
political subdivisions the manner of financ- 
ing and conducting free education in Illinois. 
Many millions of dollars annually can be 
saved to the public school systems in the 101 
counties of the state outside of Cook and 
at the same time increase the facilities of 
those schools. 

At present there are no less than 12,085 
school districts in the state administered 
by 47,000 school district officials. In the 
days when the children in the schools were 
forced to reach them on foot the great num- 
ber of schools districts were necessary. Now 
that buses and hard roads can be used to 
carry the children to most of the schools, 
consolidation can be effected advantageously. 
Such consolidation could result in the elim- 
ination of 4,971 school township treasurers 
and other officials under the present system. 
Of course changes should be made in re- 
gard to our rural schools with due regard 
to the sentiment in the respective school 
districts. The principle of local self-gov- 
ernment must not be sacrificed but always 
borne in mind, and changes and consolida- 
tion in school districts should be brought 
about through the consent of the electorate 
of the school districts or the counties con- 
cerned. The communities are properly jeal- 
ous of their local independence in the mat- 
ter of their schools. Legislation to consoli- 
date or reorganize rural schools and to create 
a central body or board in each county which 
would have jurisdiction of all one-room 
schools in the county should be persuasive 
rather than mandatory, leaving it to each 
county to express its own desire with refer- 
ence to such reorganization. Much com- 
plaint is being made of the added expense 
placed on pupils of our schools throughout 
the state because of lack of uniformity of 
textbooks. The general assembly should give 
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this subject study to the end of considering 
the advantages to be gained by a uniform 
textbook law. 

The University of Illinois should have our 
special concern. Within the limits of our 
financial ability, it should be encouraged to 
advance its work te a point where it will 
be entitled to and receive recognition as 
one of the greatest schools in the land. It 
should always have our interest and our en- 
thusiastic support. R. C. MOORE. 





Annual Conference of Pro- 
gressive Education Associa- 


tion to be Held in Chicago 
® THE annual conference of the Pro- 

gressive Education Association will 
be held in Chicago, March 2-3-4, 1933. 
Mr. Carleton Washburne, Superinten- 
dent of the Winnetka Public Schools, 
has been appointed chairman of the 
conference. At the meeting of the gen- 
eral committee assisting Mr. Wash- 
burne, Miss Flora Cooke of the Fran- 
cis W. Parker Schools of Chicago was 
elected Honorary Chairman. 

Those who are assisting Mr. Wash- 
burne as members of the various com- 
mittees are: 


ARRANGEMENTS CommiTTeE: Rose H. Al- 
schuler, Staff Director, Chicago Normal Col- 
lege Nursery School, chairman; Dean Chaun- 
cey Boucher, University of Chicago; James 
E. McDade, Assistant Superintendent, Chi- 
cago Public Schools. 

Exuisits Committee: Dean Frances L. 
Murray, Graduate Teachers College, Win- 
netka, chairman; Florence Beaman, Mon- 
tefiore School, Chicago; Harry O. Gillet, 
University of Chicago Elementary School; 
Mrs. Edna R. Meyers, Lewis Champlin 
School, Chicago; Raymond Osborne, Francis 
W. Parker School; Howard Storm, Batavia 
Public Schools. 

Finance Commitree: Carl H. Milam, 
American Library Association, chairman; 
Arthur K. Loomis, University of Chicago 
High School; John Rowe, Western Springs 
Public Schools. 

Hospitatity Commitree: Mrs. William 
F. Dummer, chairman; Etta L. Anchester, 
Chicago Teachers College; Edna Dean 
Baker, National College of Education, Evans- 
ton; Flora Cooke, Francis W. Parker School; 
Lucia B. Morse, Avery Coonley School. 

Procram Committee: E. O. Melby, School 
of Education, Northwestern University, 
chairman; C. A. Aldrich, Winnetka; Rose 
H. Alschuler, William J. Bogan, Chicago 
Public Schools; Frank N. Freeman, Univer- 
sity of Chicago; Denton Geyer, Chicago 
Normal College; Raymond Osborne, Francis 
W. Parker School; Howard Storm, Batavia 
netka Board of Education; Paul Schroeder, 
Institute for Juvenile Research, Chicago; 
Perry Dunlap Smith, North Shore Country 
Day School. 

Pusuiciry Committee: Eva T. Lawton, 
Chicago Association for Child Study and 
Parent Education, chairman; Mrs. B. F. 
Langworthy, National Council of Parents 
and Teachers, Winnetka; Donald Slesinger, 
Social Science Division, “A Century of 
Progress”; Willoughby Walling, [Illinois 
Mental Hygiene Association. 
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THE ILLINOIS TEACHER 


Proceedings of 79th Annual 


Meeting, I. S. T. A. 


® THE 79th annual meeting of the IIli- 

nois State Teachers Association was 
called to order at 8:00 p. m. on Tues- 
day, December 27, 1932, by President 
Skiles, Superintendent of Schools, 
Evanston. All regular sessions were 
held in the Centennial Auditorium at 
Springfield through the courtesy of 
Hon. William J. Stratton, Secretary of 
State. The president announced that 
the program had been prepared by the 
executive committee under the direc- 
tion of Mrs. F. Blanche Preble and 
that she had been fortunate in her 
selection of a song leader, Miss Lula 
Kilpatrick, Supervisor of Music, 
Cicero, Ill. With this introduction 
Miss Kilpatrick took charge of the 
meeting for a few minutes and directed 
Association singing. 


At the close of this musical exercise, 
Mr. George A. Schwebel, delegate 
from the Northeastern Division, took 
the stage and with a few well chosen 
words presented President Skiles with 
a gavel and block. In doing so he 
briefly reviewed the educational career 
of Mr. Skiles from the time he taught 
his first school in LaSalle County 
through his teaching in Monmouth and 
his service as director of the Teachers’ 
Training School at DeKalb and in his 
present position as superintendent of 
schools at Evanston. He explained 
that the gavel and block were made 
from wood from an old desk used by 
Mr. Skiles in LaSalle County and from 
the threshold of the training school at 
DeKalb. He also paid high tribute to 
the ability of Mr. Skiles as an educator 
and as a leader in organization activi- 
ties. 


President Skiles accepted these tools 
of a presiding officer in a happy little 
speech and then proceeded with his 
president’s address which appears on 
page 164. 


After closing his address Presi- 
dent Skiles announced that he would 
appoint the committees necessary for 


the administration of the business of . 


the meeting. The three committees 
appointed were the Committee on Cre- 
dentials, Publicity Committee and 


Auditing Committee, and the members 
appointed were as follows: 


ComMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS: Black Hawk, 
W. W. Tucker; Central, Manfred J. Holmes 
(for E. A. Turner); Chicago, R. R. Smith; 
DuPage, F. L. Biester; East Central, J. B. 
Johnson; Eastern, Charles Allen; Ill. Valley, 
J. W. Graham; Lake Shore, J. W. Thalman; 
Northeastern, K. D. Waldo; Northwestern, 
F. A. Jensen; Peoria, Anthony Middleton, 
chairman; Rock River, B. J. Frazer; South 
Central, C. S. Simmons; Southeastern, Roe 
M. Wright; Southern, Mary C. Roberson; 
Southwestern, Estella Bean; Western, Chris 
S. Apt. 

Pusuiciry Committee: Leonard Loos, L. 
R. Grimm, William J. Page. 

Aupitinc Commitree: E. N. Cassady, 
Mina Mollman, W. T. Felts. 


Mr. Skiles then introduced President 
Harry Woodburn Chase of the Univer- 
sity of Illinois who delivered an ad- 
dress on the subject “Our American 
Educational Creed.” We hope to pub- 
lish at least a summary of this address 
in some future number of the ILLiNoIs 
TEACHER. 


At the close of this address, Presi- 
dent Skiles announced that the nomi- 
nating committee would meet in the 
front of the room immediately after 
the adjournment, with Miss A. Lulu 
Hill as chairman. 


He announced also that immediately 
after the nominating committee had 
finished its work there would be a 
meeting in the auditorium consisting 
of the presidents and chairmen of the 
executive committees of all the Divi- 
sions and of all other principals in- 
terested in a discussion of some very 
vital problems concerning the future 
of education in the state of Illinois. 
He then announced that the meeting 
was adjourned until 8:45 A. M. of the 
following day. 


We might add here that the meeting 
called after adjournment was well at- 
tended and there were present many of 
the leading superintendents, principals, 
and teachers of the state. Brief ad- 


dresses were made by State Superin- 
tendent Blair, President H. W. Chase 
of the University of Illinois, Mr. N. M. 
Mason, chairman of our Legislative 
Committee and Dean Benner of the 
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School of Education, University of 
Illinois. Others entered freely into a 
discussion of the crisis in education in 
Illinois and a committee was appointed 
to bring in recommendations as to how 
best to avert a breakdown of the 
schools and to promote the welfare of 
the State Teachers Association. This 
report will be printed in connection 
with the report of the Committee on 
Resolutions. 


Second General Session 


The second general session of the 
79th annual meeting was called to 
order at 8:45 o’clock a. m. on Wednes- 
day, December 28. After a brief period 
of singing directed by Miss Kilpatrick 
the president called for a report of the 
committee on credentials; whereupon 
Chairman Anthony Middleton read the 
following report: 

Mr. President and Members of the As- 
sociation: The Committee on Credentials 
submits the following report for your con- 
sideration: 

The various divisions are entitled to the 
following number of representatives: Black 
Hawk, 17; Central, 19; Chicago, 60; Du- 
Page, 11; East Central, 29; Eastern, 23; 
Illinois Valley, 19; Lake Shore, 40; North- 
eastern, 22; Northwestern, 20; Peoria, 19; 
Rock River, 17; South Central, 31; South- 
eastern, 17; Southern, 31; Southwestern, 37; 
Western, 21. Total for Divisions, 433. 

The following are also entitled to seats 
as delegates: Past Presidents, 14; Past 
Secretaries, 1; Superintendent of Public In- 
struction, 1; Chairmen of Governing Com- 
mittees, 3. 

Grand total of delegates, 452. 

No contests were reported. The chairman 
of each division was authorized to fill all 
vacancies arising from the absence of both 
delegate and alternate by issuing delegate 
cards to those qualified to serve. 

Respectfully submitted, 
AntHony Mipp.eton, Chairman. 


Mr. Middleton moved the adoption 
of the report; the motion was duly 


seconded and carried by unanimous 
vote. 


The president next called for the 
report of Secretary Robert C. Moore, 
who submitted the following: 
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THE ILLINOIS TEACHER 


Report of Secretary 


To the Board of Directors and Representa- 
tive Assembly of the I. S. T. A.: 

I respectfully submit this report of the 
membership and general activities of the 
Association and of its administrative office 
during this year, 1932. 

The Association enrolled 36,473 members 
this year. This was a loss of 3,369 as com- 
pared with last year, 1931. I am filing with 
this report Table I, which is a comparison 
of the enrollment by Divisions this year with 
that of last year; also Table II, which makes 
a similar comparison of enrollment by coun- 
ties and Divisions; also Table III, which 
makes a classification of counties according 


to their percentage of enrollment; the basis 
for this percentage is the number of teaching 
positions in each county as reported to the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction the 
preceding year. Table IV, or my record of 
expenditures compared with appropriations 
made for this year to the several subjects of 
appropriation, is included in columns 1, 2, 3 
and 4 of the report of the Committee on 
Appropriations, which appears on page 184. 
This shows that the total expenditures for 
the year were less than the total appropria- 
tions by $7,730.53, but $18.86 more than the 
total receipts if we exclude from receipts the 
donation of $750. 


Table |I—Enrollment by Divisions 


No. of Place of 
Div. Division Meeting 
1 Black Hawk _Kewanee..... 
2 Central. Bloomington 
3 Chicago... _Chicago...... 
4 Du Page Valley Glen Ellyn. 
5 East Central... Urbana 
6 Eastern........ Mattoon... 
7 Illinois Valley LaSalle.__ 
8 Lake Shore.. Oak Park.. 
9 Northeastern Joliet........ 
10 Northwestern... Rockford 
I)- Peta... Peoria... 
12 Rock River Sterling. 
13. South Central Springfielc.. 
14 Southeastern Flora..... 

15 Southern.. Carbondale... 
16 Southwestern.. East St. Louis.. 
7 Western... Galesburg... 

Totals... 


Net loss in membership for the year._........ 


Enrolled Enrolled 





1932. 1931 Gain Loss 
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Ten numbers of our official magazine were 
issued during the year and mailed to the 
members of the Association. This required 
approximately 400,000 copies which cost 
$12,378.81. The treasurer’s report will show 
for what this amount was expended if you 
include the amount paid in salary to the as- 
sistant editor and $2529.27 from “Con- 
tingencies” paid to the printer. The editor 
has devoted considerable time to the publica- 
tion but no part of his salary is charged to 
the ILtinois TEACHER. 

The principal items of cost were payments 
to the printers, editorial service, postage, and 
halftones for illustrations. We also had to 
employ some extra help to count, sort, and 
classify approximately 25,000 enrollment 
cards which came in almost at the same time 
after the fall meetings. The real cost of 
the ILtino1s TEACHER was considerably more 
than the figures given above, since part of 
the cost was paid by advertising; however, 
our receipts from advertising have fallen off 
alarmingly in the last year or two and this 
requires an increasing appropriation to keep 
up the quality of our official magazine. The 
receipts for advertising in the last year were 
about $15,000 less than those of the best year 
two or three years ago. It seems that the 
problem of advertising in this time of depres- 
sion is a very difficult one and needs the 


sympathetic co-operation of all our members 
in its solution. 

We have received many communications 
which indicate that the magazine is being 
widely read and that its make-up and con- 
tents are better adapted to its purpose than 
ever before. We beg leave to insert in this 
record a letter from the H. W. Wilson Com- 
pany, Publishers of Library Indexes and Re- 
ference Works, New York City, as a sample 
of comment received. This company asked 
that a copy be sent to them each month to 
index in one of their publications and said: 
“Like all others included in this index, it 
has been elected by librarians because they 
have found it'to be among the periodicals 
most called for by the public. In adding 
new periodicals to their list most librarians 
make their selections from those that are 
indexed.” It is of interest that many calls 
for copies have since come from librarians. 
One of many letters came this month from 
the president of a college in Illinois and 
says: “You are editing a real educational 
journal. I have watched the development 
of this paper for many years, but it seems to 
me that you have either doubled your en- 
ergies or greatly benefited by past expe- 
rience, for this year’s issues are better than 
ever. Some may complain about the solidity 
of some of the articles but they contain the 
very things that teachers ought to know, 
understand, and appreciate.” 
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The Board of Directors at one of its meet- 
ings last spring let the contract for printing 
this year’s volume to Kable Brothers Com- 
pany, Mount Morris, Ili., and their service 
up to this time has been quite satisfactory. 


Other Publicity 


Besides our regular official organ there 
have been issued from our office several other 
printed or mimeographed booklets, such as 
the Public School Catechism, and several 
pamphlets containing the results of the work 
of our Research Department. We should 
say also that both the Secretary and Direc- 
tor of Research have written many hundreds 
of letters that might come under this head 
of publicity. However, the printed and 
mimeographed matter and bulletins sent out 
this year have been limited by lack of funds 
and the fact that the Federal government 
increased first class postage fifty per cent. 
The treasurer’s report shows a good balance 
in the publicity appropriation, but the ILI- 
NoIs TEACHER cost so much more than its 
appropriation, we doubted the advisability 
of expending more for this purpose. We 
hope to publish a few thousand copies of 
the Public School Catechism early in the 
coming year. We are wondering whether 
the time has come for adopting the plan of 
the N. E. A., that of having a fixed charge 
for the publications issued. 


Division Meetings 


Each of the seventeen Divisions held a 
meeting some time in the year: six of these 
meetings were in the spring and eleven in the 
fall. Brief reports of these meetings have 
been published in the ILtrno1s TEACHER. 


The problem of the transfer of funds by 
treasurers who collect membership dues from 
teachers residing in other Divisions has not 
been solved; some treasurers complain that 
they make the transfers but do not receive 
transfers from other treasurers. All that is 
required is that all treasurers comply with 
the laws of the Association; however, some 
of them complain that teachers from other 
Divisions crowd in and occupy the limited 
space in the auditorium and thus cause the 
exclusion or discomfort of members of their 
own Division; therefore, they feel that since 
they furnish the program and accommoda- 
tions for teachers who practically intrude 
they should keep the fees. We should say 
in this connection that, as far as we know, 
nearly all the state dues have been promptly 
remitted to the state treasurer this year and 
some small balances will be remitted soon. 
In fact, all Division officers have shown a 
most commendable spirit of friendly co- 
operation with the State Association officers. 


Legislative Work 


Nineteen hundred thirty-two was not sup- 
posed to be a legislative year; however, the 
57th General Assembly met early in January 
in its first Special Session; soon three other 
Special Sessions were called for various pur- 
poses, and the General Assembly was in ses- 
sion most of the year, adjourning sine die 
only last week. 

During all this time several bills of con- 
siderable importance to education and school 
finance were pending; therefore, the legisla- 
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tive committee deemed it advisable that the 
secretary attend these sessions as the legisla- 
tive agent of your organization. It is not 
my place to report for the legislative com- 
mittee, but I will say that several bills 
recommended by the committee to the Spe- 
cial Sessions were enacted into law. 

In this work the secretary had the hearty 
support of the committee, particularly of the 
chairman, and of the Director of Research 
and his assistant. We believe this legisla- 
tive work is really of greater magnitude and 
more importance than many of our members 
realize. In fact, we feel that it is almost an 
overwhelming responsibility, since an in- 
creasing number of legislators now ask us 
for information and advice and invite us be- 
fore their committees for that purpose. 
Only two weeks ago we were called before 
a committee of the Legislature considering 
the consolidation of various governmental 
units and economy of expenditure of public 
funds. This committee was considering the 
Griffenhagen report of which we shall likely 
hear much in the near future. We briefly 
discussed the report and explained the re- 
port of our own Committee on Larger Dis- 
trict Unit as contrasted with it. This 
raised many questions and we were glad to 
submit to a cross examination which lasted 
about an hour. It is understood that many 
bills suggested by this report will be in- 
troduced in the 58th General Assembly, 
which convenes next week. 


Public Relations 


Our contacts the past year with other 
groups of the general public have been some- 
what limited by our necessary presence at 
Springfield with the Legislature; however, 
we had some opportunity here for the cul- 
tivation of friendly public relations by our 
contacts with the representatives of various 
groups. Besides this your secretary was in- 
vited to and attended several conferences or 
meetings of other organizations; for in- 
stance, a committee of the Illinois City Su- 
perintendents Association, the Illinois League 
of Women Voters, the Illinois Congress of 
Parents and Teachers, several conferences of 
attorneys and various teachers’ organizations 
in Chicago, and several Rotary Clubs, Ki- 
wanis Clubs, and Chambers of Commerce, 
etc. The secretary deems this work impor- 
tant and begs leave to recommend that many 
other teachers and superintendents qualify 
to speak for the Association at such confer- 
ences and meetings and avail themselves of 
every opportunity to do so. 


Field Work 


For reasons above stated the field work 
among teachers has been limited this year. 
Possibly that is one reason, but not the only 
reason our membership declined. However, 
we have spoken before about eighteen coun- 
ty institutes and other group meetings of 
teachers. This function of informing teach- 
ers of the Association, its plans, purposes, 
and achievements, could well be performed 
by leading teachers and enthusiastic mem- 
bers in each county and we respectfully 
recommend to the county superintendents 
that they devote twenty or thirty minutes of 
each annual teachers’ institute to this pur- 
pose and that they talk on the subject of the 
State Teachers Association themselves or 
ragga some other interested member to 
0 so. 
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BY COUNTIES, DIVISIONS, AND STATE, YEARS OF 1931 
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*The totals for some of the Divisions are not the same in tables I and II. This 


is because we have given in Table I the total that enrolled in each Division regard- 
less of which counties they came from; and in Table II we are giving the total that 
enrolled from each county regardless of where they enrolled. 
enrollment by Divisions, and Table II gives residence by Divisions. 


So Table I gives 
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The Secretary did not attend the winter 
meeting of the Department of Superinten- 
dence, since some important matters were 
pending in the General Assembly at that 
time; however he attended the summer 
meeting at Atlantic City, was on the pro- 
gram for one address, served on the Board 
of Directors, on the Committee on Elections, 
and on the Committee on Social-Economic 
Goals. He also participated in the move- 
ment by the Illinois delegation to get an 
important amendment to the resolutions 
adopted, which movement was finally suc- 
cessful when it was carried to the floor of 
the Representative Assembly on the last day 
of the meeting. 


On December 8 and 9 he attended a meet- 
ing of the committee at Washington, D. C., 
on Social-Economic Goals and at the same 
time delivered an important message from 
the Chicago Division to the N. E. A. offi- 
cers, which required that he also interview 
several members of Congress and one or two 
of the administrative departments. 


The Office Staff 


The regular employees of the Association 
are the secretary, the treasurer, the assistant 
editor of the ILtrnors Teacuer, the director 
of research and his assistant. There are 
also a part time stenographer and a part 
time janitor. I am glad to say that the 
services of these employees have been satis- 
factory to me. The Director of Research 
will make his own report, but I wish to say 
that at times in the legislative campaign, 
when it was necessary to obtain special in- 
formation for members of the Legislature or 
the members of our Association, he and the 
entire office force- were called from their 
regular work to concentrate upon the prob- 
lems immediately at hand. In fact there 
were times when we were all driven by 
sudden and insistent demands to perform 
duties and functions that we could not fore- 
see for even a day ahead. I am also glad 
to say that the assistant editor deserves 
much of the credit for the improvement | in 
the Intinors TEACHER. 


The Board of Directors at its meeting in 
June made a reduction in the salaries of the 
secretary and his assistant and the director 
of research and his assistant, such reduc- 
tion to begin at the time when the next term 
of employment began. This was July 1 for 
the secretary and director of research, 
August 1 for the assistant editor, and Jan- 
uary 1, 1933, for the assistant in research. 

All employees accepted the salaries offered 
by the Board of Directors. In fact, our re- 
lations with the Board have been cordial at 
all times. In this connection we cannot re- 
frain from saying that the entire membership 
ought to appreciate and value most highly 
the splendid service rendered to the organ- 
ization by its Board of Directors. This 
Board really has great responsibilities and 
many duties which require much time and 
thought. 


Secretarial Duties 


The secretary kept a record of the pro- 
ceedings of the annual meeting of. last year, 
prepared it and had it published in the Feb- 
ruary number of the Intrnots Teacuer. He 
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co-operated with the officers of the Divisions 
whenever requested and sent them full di- 
rections as to their duties in connection with 
the State Association and published brief 
reports of the meetings of these Divisions. 

He attended the five meetings of the Board 
of Directors, kept the minutes, prepared 
them for publication, and had them pub- 
lished in the Ittino1s Teacuer. He kept a 
careful record of all bills filed, wrote the 
orders to pay those bills, and submitted them 
for the approval of the president and chair- 
man of the executive “committee. 

There is a constant increase in the cor- 
respondence coming to the office. In the 
last year the secretary has answered over 
3000 letters, an average of at least ten for 
each working day. Many of these letters 
asked for information which required a ref- 
erence to records, research studies, the 
statutes and court decisions, or the refer- 
ence libraries in the State House. The sec- 
retary also attended the meetings of numer- 
ous standing and special committees in an 
advisory capacity and to make a record of 
the proceedings where such record was 
deemed advisable. 


Variety of Work 


With the increasing volume and variety 
of demands made upon our time we find it 
dificult to follow many very definite plans 
of work laid out in advance. We must 
meet as best we can the problems and de- 
mands as they appear from week to week. 
We express our sincere thanks to the mem- 
bers for their patience and forbearance with 
us while we have been doing our best to 
perform as well as our ability would permit 
the great variety of duties assigned or as- 
sumed. We confess we can not well become 
expert in any one department of the many 
kinds of work attempted. 


What of the Future? 


In planning the work of our organization 
it is necessary for us to look to the future, 
although the outlook is not bright. The de- 
pression continues and seems to Increase in 
severity and disastrous results. Our mem- 
bership should not, of course, expect our or- 
ganization to completely cure the depression 
or to counteract its bad effects; however, 
they should realize that it is necessary for 
their own welfare and the cause of educa- 
tion in general to exert the strongest possible 
organized effort for overcoming the depres- 
sion and alleviating its baleful effects. 
Under present conditions it is difficult 
enough to accomplish even small results 
through organized effort; working as sepa- 
rate individuals teachers can do nothing. 

Occurring with the depression, partly as 
causes of it and partly as results, are the 
unequal assessments, faulty collections, tax 
strikes, and the general breakdown of our 
tax system, which have dangerously de- 
creased our public revenues; occurring also 
at the same time is the dreadful scourge of 
unemployment with its accompaniment of 
millions of idle men, hungry and freezing 
women and children. But the heart of 
America is not disposed to permit its people 
to perish from want. Therefore, the state 
and local municipalities have assumed the 
burden of caring for the poor and unem- 
ployed at public expense. Even in normal 
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Table Ill 


Counties classified according to per cent 
of enrollment. 

100 per cent or over: 

Boone, Champaign, Clay, Coles, Cumber- 
land, Edwards, Hardin, Henry, Jackson, 
Johnson, Kendall, Knox, Lawrence, Mc- 
Donough, McLean, Macoupin, Madison, Mas- 
sac, Morgan, Moultrie, Peoria, Perry, Pulas- 
ki, Putnam, Randolph, St. Clair, Stephenson, 
Union, Vermilion, Whiteside, Winnebago. 
(31) 

90 to 99 per cent: 

Alexander, Bureau, Carroll, Clark, De- 
Kalb, Douglas, DuPage, Effingham, Grundy, 
Henderson, Jasper, Kane, Kankakee, Lake, 
LaSalle, Lee, Livingston, Macon, Menard, 
Mercer, Monroe, Ogle, Piatt, Richland, Rock 
Island, Saline, Sangamon, Shelby, Stark, 
Wabash, Warren, Will. (32) 

80 to 89 per cent: 

Cass, Crawford, DeWitt, Edgar, Jersey, 
Logan, Tazewell, Washington, Williamson, 
Woodford. (10) 

70 to 79 per cent: 

Brown, Clinton, Franklin, Jo 
Marion, Pope, Wayne. (7) 

60 to 69 per cent: 

Christian, Iroquois, McHenry, Marshall, 
White. (5) 

50 to 59 per cent: 

Calhoun, Fayette, Ford, Fulton, Gallatin, 
Mason. (6) 

40 to 49 per cent: 

Bond, Cook, Greene, Hamilton. (4) 
Less than 40 per cent: 

Adams, Hancock, Jefferson, Montgomery, 
Pike, Schuyler, Scott. (7) 


Daviess, 








times the competition for public funds 
among various public activities and institu- 
tions was very sharp; so now with hundreds 
of thousands of people in Illinois to feed 
and shelter and with our Legislature ap- 
propriating millions for relief and searching 
frantically for sources of revenue by which 
to raise other untold millions, it is almost 
impossible to get public officials even to think 
of funds to support schools and pay teachers. 
All this has brought about a most serious 
situation in the schools which is assuming 
the character of a catastrophe. Some fea- 
tures of this catastrophe are shortened terms, 
curtailed curricula, meager or minus equip- 
ment, and poorly paid or unpaid teachers. 
In many of our communities there are being 
exerted powerful organized efforts to reduce 
school budgets and school costs. Many com- 
munities are afflicted with organizations call- 
ing themselves Tax Payers Leagues, Real 
Estate Owners Leagues, Tax Payers’ Protec- 
tive Associations, or such euphonious titles as 
“Citizens Committees.” In some communities 
these self-appointed organizations have super- 
seded in power and authority regularly 
elected executive and administrative officers ; 
and in Chicago it seems that one of the lead- 
ers of the Citizens Committee is rapidly as- 
suming the powers of a despotic dictator. 
These autocratic organizations are demand- 
ing that school budgets and school expenses 
be reduced from 20% to 40%. 

Surely it is not necessary to dwell on the 
plain fact that the teachers must maintain 
and support a strong, harmonious, and active 
organization to combat and counteract the 
work and influence of these powerful and 
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extra-legal organizations that are actually as- 
suming the powers of government. In our 
deliberations here for the next two days we 
should keep these facts in mind and strive 
earnestly to plan a mildly progressive plat- 
form of progress that all of the teachers of 
Illinois can and will through their organiza- 
tions enthusiastically support. 

We cannot believe the people of Illinois, 
if thoroughly aroused, will permit an entire 
breakdown of their common school system; 
however, we are perilously near it now. Much 
praise has been given the teachers for their 
patience, their loyalty, and their morale. 
They have continued to render good teaching 
service without pay and under the most try- 
ing circumstances; in fact we believe that 
some districts have taken advantage of the 
loyalty of their teachers. A few days ago the 
board of education in Chicago was discussing 
the problem of whether they would pay a bill 
for certain supplies or use the money to pay 
the teachers their long overdue salaries. One 
member in explaining why he voted in favor 
of using the money to pay bills for supplies 
said: “I think there is very much less likeli- 
hood of the teachers abandoning their obliga- 
tions to what they assume to be their duties. 
I think there is much more likelihood of our 
being refused coal and other necessities. I 
think the teachers and other employees have 
pretty well proved their fidelity.” 

But at that identical time a splendid 
teacher in Chicago who is usually cheerful 
and optimistic was writing me a letter which 
contained this paragraph: 

“I can only judge by myself what is hap- 
pening to the many teachers of Chicago. But 
why limit it to Chicago or to teachers? Pov- 
erty is baring its teeth in most unexpected 
quarters and its aspect is not pleasant to con- 
template. These cold days become well-nigh 
unbearable with the thought of the untold 
suffering. Even the gods conspire in this 
grand debacle of morale, morals, courage. 
Children look out with eyes already weary 
with the chaos and confusion they face daily, 
and school comes to be unimportant and far 
removed from the pressing problems of scant 
food and shelter. One could wish for less 
pluck in meeting adversity, and more rebel- 
lion. I am coming to like the spirit of those 
contrary souls who refuse to be grateful for 
the crumbs of relief doled out.” 

I submit that not all is well in this State 
when economic and school conditions are 
such as to wring from the heart of a true, 
patriotic, and loyal teacher such an expres- 
sion, which I am sure was written in all sin- 
cerity. But we can urge all teachers suffer- 
ing such distress of mind to relieve it by en- 
listing in a movement to remove the causes. 
By perfecting our organization, we can give 
such teachers the opportunity to apply their 
energies inspired by such sentiments to the 
worthy cause of saving our schools. 

Respectfully submitted, 
R. C. Moone, Secretary. 


Upon motion by a delegate duly sec- 
onded and carried by unanimous vote 
of the Representative Assembly the re- 
port of the secretary was accepted and 
ordered placed on file. 

President Skiles then announced that 
the next order of business would be 
the report of the director of research, 
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and expressed his regret that Mr. L. R. 
Grimm, director of research, was ill 
and unable to read his report. How- 
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ever, he had handed his report to Mr. 
J. W. Graham of the Illinois Valley 


Division, who read it as follows: 


Report of the Director of 


Research 


To the Officers and Representative As- 
sembly of the Illinois State Teachers Asso- 
ciation: 

The following report of the work of the 
research department for the year 1932 is 
presented for your consideration. 


Projects Studied 


Among the projects undertaken by the 
department were the following: 

A compilation of school tax rates payable 
during 1932 in cities and villages of the 
State. 

A study of training standards attained by 
elementary school teachers in various types 
of districts. 

A study entitled “Is the Equalization Plan 
of the Distributive Fund Law Misused?” 

A revision of the booklet entitled “State- 
ments Concerning the Need of Equalization 
of Educational Opportunity in the Public 
Schools of Illinois.” 

A study of the financial condition and 
problems of the non-high school districts. 

A revision and enlargement of the Public 
School Catechism. 

A study of general sales taxation and of 
selective sales tax levies. 

A study on “Special Revenues for School 
Support.” 

An analysis of the distribution of the 
common school fund among rural school dis- 
tricts. 

A study of the teachers’ pension and re- 
tirement system of Illinois. 

All of the above have been either printed 
or mimeographed with the exception of the 
Public School Catechism, which is still in 
manuscript form, and the compilation of 
information about non-high school district 
problems. The most comprehensive studies 
of the list were that on the retirement sys- 
tem (prepared only for the use of the mem- 
bers of the Committee appointed last year to 
write a pension bill) and that entitled “Spe- 
cial Revenues for School Support.” 

In addition to the above list it has been 
necessary to do a considerable amount of 
work in revising and keeping somewhat up- 
to-date certain factual information needed 
recurrently in our work. It has been a very 
dificult time to collect such information and 
to keep it worthwhile. Changes in financial 
statistics especially have been so decisive 
that figures even one year old seem not to 
typify true conditions in many cases. 

Besides the projects named above we have 
spent much time as a member of the Com- 
mittee to Write a Pension Bill in trying to 
carry out the mandate that this Representa- 
tive Assembly gave that committee one year 
ago. We believe that in so far as it is at 
all possible a committee should perform the 
whole duty assigned to it; therefore, as a 
member of the committee, we have given 
much time in trying to perform work that 
would be of service to the committee. We 
have analyzed the laws of all states having 





teacher retirement systems, have given the 
present system of Illinois some rather inten- 
sive study, and finally have prepared for con- 
sideration by the committee a comprehensive, 
detailed bill in tentative form. Since a spe- 
cial report from this committee comes else- 
where upon this program, we need not say 
more upon the subject here. 

Likewise, we have endeavored to assist 
certain other committees to some extent. We 
have submitted data for consideration by the 
Committee on State School Fund. Also we 
have aided the Committee on Larger Unit in 
further analyzing and revising the larger unit 
bill that was presented two years ago, and 
in drafting some additional bills to be 
studied. 

In tentative form we have arranged several 
bills upon the subject of special revenues for 
school support; these will receive whatever 
consideration they may merit by the proper 
committee or committees. 


Requests for Information 


Requests for information upon numerous 
subjects pour in upon us. We could spend 
most of our time in trying to answer cor- 
respondence from our membership and 
others who cooperate with our Association on 
educational programs. Such requests are 
considered seriously if they relate to matters 
touched upon in the program of the Illinois 
State Teachers Association, and are given 
such time as we can afford to give them. 
During the year calls for mimeographed and 
printed materials have been more numerous 
than in previous years; requests for several 
hundred copies of our booklets, especially 
upon the subject of school finance, could not 
be met during recent months. In some cases 
our supplies have become so depleted that 
local groups have duplicated some of the 
studies that we have made. For example, 
the teachers of New York City borrowed and 
reprinted in full this month a booklet that 
our department prepared in the early fall of 
1929 upon the subject, “The Regulation of 
Salaries of Teachers by State Authority.” It 
has become the general policy of our depart- 
ment to send copies of our studies only to 
people in Illinois, and now we have run short 
of supplies requested by our own members. 

It is a hopeful sign indeed when teachers 
and students in our high schools turn as 
earnestly to the study of taxation and school 
finance as seems to be indicated today by the 
many requests that reach us from the high 
schools of Illinois and nearly every other 
state in the Union. It probably indicates 
that our secondary schools are moving fur- 
ther from their mediaeval moorings to study 
the troubled social and economic highways 
that the students later must travel. 


The Retrenchment Problem 


We have been unable to meet so many 
demands for materials that bear upon re- 
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trenchment programs that we shall make sev- 
eral comments upon the retrenchment prob- 
lem at this point. In many communities the 
educational system already has been crippled 
badly. One of the greatest dangers in a 
retrenchment program lies in having the 
curtailments decided by those who are not 
familiar with the detailed work of our edu- 
cational programs. That schools have learned 
through necessity to use public funds eco- 
nomically and wisely has already been dem- 
onstrated in numerous communities; in fact, 
Illinois offers several examples of schools 
that never have had anything except short 
terms, poorly-trained teachers, traditional 
curriculums, poor housing, and inadequate 
supervision because of stinted financial abil- 
ity and support. 

The time has come for us to ask the public 
to discriminate between taxes used on the 
one hand to support padded political pay- 
rolls and expense accounts and on the other 
hand public revenues raised to carry the 
heaviest load that the schools have ever been 
called upon to carry. Today classrooms are 
crowded, over-crowded in many urban 
centers. Many children who in normal 
times would go to college return to our high 
schools. Pupils formerly in private schools 
in some communities are now entering the 
public schools. Business in the schools has 
reached the record peak of all times! 

In some cases our schools have become 
agencies not only for a general educational 
program but also have taken up even the 
burden of overseeing the feeding and cloth- 
ing of part of the children. The teacher 
who is not overworked is an exception. Yet 
with her overwork she is in many cases 
underpaid; and thousands of hard-working 
teachers in Illinois are waiting and hoping 
for even a small amount of pay long delayed. 

Yet while teachers have taken on greater 
civic responsibilities in addition to putting 
forth greater effort in times like these to 
carry on programs of instruction, we must 
nevertheless try to be even more energetic 
in championing the cause, the welfare, and 
the accomplishments of public education. 
Convincing evidence can be presented to 
show that education tends to lessen crime, 
and that it tends to make people more self- 
supporting and less dependent upon others. 
The most soundly progressive and yet the 
most orderly governments of recent times 
have been those where the great rank and 
file of the democracy were well-educated. 

Education promotes the productive power 
of the people; indeed the emphasis given by 
organized education toward making the in- 
dividual an efficient working unit and toward 
scientific advancement and inventions has 
been too much stressed in comparison with 
the attention given to the proper distribution 
of wealth and to civic, political, social, and 
general economic welfare. Greater efficiency 
in production, promoted as it has been by 
certain types of education among the masses, 
now threatens to bring evils of a machine 
age and overproduction upon us; the solution 
of the problem, we are told lies in more 
education directed along such fundamental 
lines as training for a broader cultural life 
and social and economic training that will 
yield an understanding of how great volumes 
of production can be distributed among the 
masses to contribute to general human wel- 
fare and contentment. 


Education tends to promote a fuller life 
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and a demand for more things that satisfy 
human wants and, therefore, enlarges the 
consumptive power of the people. Human 
control over disease has expanded directly 
as have our educational facilities. These 
are but typical of the reasons that can be 
given for defending and urging a progres- 
sive, educational program. 

Teachers need not apologize when they 
stand forth to defend the public schools 
and demand for them adequate support. A 
society that spends vast sums for luxuries 
cannot with good grace demand sweeping 
curtailments for public education. A State 
that registers as many automobiles as it 
enrolls children in school should pause be- 
fore cutting educational appropriations, espe- 
cially when nearly 6,000 of its teachers are 
employed at an annual salary below $800. 
As long as our annual bill for war, even in a 
time of peace, is as high as our bill for 
elementary education we must use utmost 
judgment as to where to retrench. To think 
of going back to the level of financial sup- 
port given the schools a generation ago—as 
some ill-advised persons have been advocat- 
ing—is as impossible as it is unwise, absurd, 
and un-American. Yes, un-American be- 
cause the great social, civic, cultural, and 
spiritual web of the American Nation and 
of American life has been spun upon the 
fibers of an expanding system of free public 
schools. 

If we look back a single generation we 
find but a small percentage of our people en- 
tering our secondary schools. The high 
school enrollment in Illinois has grown 
twelve times as rapidly as has the general 
population during the last thirty years. Our 
school term has been lengthened in recent 
years by public demand. Our teachers are 
far better trained—because the people have 
wanted them to be. Our curriculums are 
broader, more filled with activity projects, 
and more truly functional. More attention 
is being given to individual differences in 
handling pupil problems. We minister to 
the handicapped child as never before. 
Public law compels better housing and 
sanitary conditions for carrying on our pro- 
cesses of education. Yet these improved 
standards, however much desired by school 
patrons, cannot be maintained unless ad- 
equate financial support is forthcoming. 

Our children are children but once, and 
if their educational program be scrimped and 
stinted, the benefits accruing to the coming 
generation will be scrimped and stinted too. 
The children are not responsible for present 
economic conditions, and we should be 
ashamed to sacrifice them because of our 
own shortcomings and misgivings. Yet some 
so-called great public leaders stand ready to 
charge their full losses in speculation, their 
mismanagement, and _ over-stimulation of 
their business against our children. 

Moreover, we can point out that school 
taxation is but one of many sources of public 
expenditure and should not carry the major 
part in a reduction onslaught. Illinois 
spends for salaries of teachers in our com- 
mon schools only about one dollar of every 
eight dollars raised in our State for public 
expenditures by the local, state, and federal 
governments. The conclusion is obvious: 
not much of the total tax load can be taken 
from that part allotted for instruction even 
though such be reduced to the point of 
crippling education. 
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Another suggestion seems perhaps to be in 
place. We condemn the general property 
tax unduly and foster a resentment against 
the very type of tax which is and probably 
will long be the major basis of school sup- 
port. If you look up the figures you will 
find that there are broad areas in Illinois 
where the general property tax has in no 
sense broken down; that even in commun- 
ities where there is some considerable per- 
centage of delinquency in its collection the 
general property tax still has held up far 
better than many other institutions such as 
the mining industry, or the commodity mar- 
kets, or the banking system; that, in fact, 
the general property tax has been more 
stable than would have been nearly every 
other source of revenue that might be pro- 
posed. We must advocate new forms of 
revenue for the schools and encourage many 
reforms in our present tax system and put 
forth such effort along such lines, of course, 
but, nevertheless, it is our imperative duty 
to cease denouncing the most dependable 
base of school support that we are likely to 
have for many years. 

Yet after all an educational campaign to 
offset unwise retrenchment is primarily a 
local matter as long as our schools are 
financed mainly upon a local basis and as 
long as there are few mandatory regulations 
set by the State. A program designed to 
maintain school standards in one community 
may not fit another; yet there can be offered 
several suggestions of more or less general 
application. We can plan school exhibits; 
arrange visiting or parents’ days; organize 
projects that explain to the community 
school activities; and outline to parents the 
aims of the units of the modern curriculum. 
We can show the trends in enrollment, and 
point out other factors that have increased 
the school load during the past several years. 
We can invite closer cooperation with news 
agencies and arrange various organs for 
school publicity. Parent-teacher groups can 
be led to assist in preventing undue curtail- 
ment in educational programs. Comparative 
data with other school systems especially on 
financial statistics can be used to advantage; 
such information can be had from the statis- 
tical reports of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction and from studies made by the 
City Superintendents’ Association and the 
College of Education of the University of 
Illinois, and by the National Education As- 
sociation. 


Some Other Duties 


During the year the General Assembly has 
been in session frequently, and while not 
many things specifically favorable to the 
schools were done, it has been necessary for 
us to keep in reasonably close touch with 
legislative proceedings. When the General 
Assembly is in anything like regular session 
and has before it even a few bills of par- 
ticular interest to the schools, it becomes 
necessary for us to turn away from the study 
of special projects and give practically full 
time to legislative duties. 

During the year we have attended many 
meetings of committees of our Association 
and have been called into conference on 
various occasions with representatives of 
other public groups. We have read several 
articles and three book manuscripts before 
their publication and given advisory and in- 
formational service on several theses. But 
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further citations as to how we spend our 
time are needless. The research department, 
which consists of myself and one stenographic 
assistant, has been unable to do all that was 
expected of it. We realize as do all teach- 
ers that “The work is always bigger than 
the worker” and that much remains undone 
which should have been accomplished. We 
welcome your constructive advice and help, 
and beg your heartiest cooperation in the 
critical months that lie immediately ahead. 
This report is respectfully submitted. 
Lester R. Grimm. 


A motion was made, seconded and 
carried by unanimous vote that the re- 
port of the director of research be ac- 
cepted and placed on file. 

The president then called for the re- 
port of the director of the National 
Education Association from Illinois, 
whereupon Mr. A. L. Whittenberg de- 
livered his report orally, and without 
a written copy. He emphasized the 
work the National Education Associa- 
tion is doing to encourage education 
and the liberal support of the schools 
of the nation. He stated that the sum- 
mer meeting at Atlantic City was well 
attended and made a notable record 
in favor of educational progress. There 
were 132 delegates from Illinois pres- 
ent and several of them were very 
active in the work of the organization, 
notably W. J. Bogan, State Superin- 
tendent F. G. Blair, Secretary R. C. 
Moore, and Mrs. F. Blanche Preble of 
Chicago, who was elected president of 
the Department of Classroom Teachers. 


Mr. Whittenberg called upon the 
teachers of Illinois to rally to the sup- 
port of a committee who would direct 
the activities of Illinois teachers in act- 
ing as host to the N. E. A. at Chicago 
next summer, and recommended a 
large attendance of teachers at that 
meeting and also at the meeting of the 
Department of Superintendence in 
Minneapolis in February, 1933. 


Upon motion by Mr. Page of Chi- 
cago, which was duly seconded and 
carried by unanimous vote, the report 
was accepted and ordered placed on 


file. 


We have received also a report by 
Mr. Whittenberg of the finances 
handled by him which is as follows: 


December 21, 1932. 

Co. Supt. Chas. L. McIntosh, 
Treasurer, Illinois State Teachers Association 
Monticello, Illinois. 
Dear Mr. McIntosu: 

As State Director of the N. E. A., I submit 
the following report of expenditures: 
Headquarters’ expense Washington, 


D. C., February, 1932_......____- $ 66.00 
Headquarters Atlantic City, June 25 
“3. 2. Seer 132.00 
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Postage Ee 308.00 
ee $506.00 


Yours sincerely, 


A. L. WuHItTTENBERG, 
Director. 


After the report by Mr. Whitten- 
berg, the president called upon Miss 
Kilpatrick to lead in singing for a few 
minutes after which he announced that 
Mrs. F. B. Preble had an announce- 
ment to make. Mrs. Preble stated that 
the classroom teachers were beginning 
to do much thinking for themselves on 
public questions and particularly those 
questions pertaining to education and 
educational finance. She announced 
that in order to further promote such 
activity there would be a dinner given 
by classroom teachers at the Sangamo 
Club at 5:30 o’clock that evening to 
which all classroom teachers and any 
others interested were cordially invited. 

The president next called for a re- 
port by the committee to write a pen- 
sion bill. Mr. N. M. Mason, chairman 
of the committee, announced that the 
report would be made by another 
member of the committee, Mr. J. W. 
Thalman of the Lake Shore Division. 
Mr. Thalman stated that it was the 
consensus of opinion not only by mem- 
bers of the committee, but by all con- 
cerned that it would not be wise to in- 
troduce a bill for any pension law in 
the 58th General Assembly. He ex- 
plained also the magnitude and difh- 
culties of the task of writing a pension 
bill, and said that no bill had been 
completed; however, he reported pro- 
gress and stated that a beginning had 
been made and the tentative form of 
bill had been prepared. He recom- 
mended that the committee be con- 
tinued for another year and that, as 
soon as it had a bill in good form that 
bill be published in the ILL«NoIs 
TEACHER for the information of our 
membership, and that the matter be 
again presented at the next meeting. 

Mr. Thalman moved that the report 
of the committee be approved. The 
motion was seconded and carried by 
unanimous vote of the Representative 
Assembly. Mr. Thalman then an- 
nounced that a digest of the tentative 
bill had been distributed among the 
delegates. The digest mentioned reads 
as follows: 


Digest of Tentative 


Pension Bill 
(The tentative draft of the bill in the 


hands of the Committee. contains approxi- 
mately 8,100 words. Numerous details need 
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further study. Some of the major provisions 
in the tentative bill are given below.) 
Creates actuarial reserve pension systems 
for public school teachers of Illinois, exclu- 
sive of Peoria and Chicago. Merges present 
system into new, continuing same annual 
$400 pension for those already retired. Re- 
quires new teachers and members of present 
system to become members, and permits 
teachers who have not elected to come into 
present system to enter new system if they 
desire. Contributions in new system to be 
4% of annual salary, with $30 as minimum 
and $100 as maximum payments. Upon 
withdrawal from service before being eligible 
for retirement allowance, or in case of death 
before retirement, a member or his estate 
receives all payments made to his individual 
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account with compound interest at 4%. 
Benefits cover disability retirement after ten 
years of service, and superannuation retire- 
ment becomes optional at age 60 and manda- 
tory at age 70. All retirement allowances 
are determined actuarially and consist of (1) 
annuity determined from accumulated con- 
tributions paid in by the teacher, and (2) 
an equivalent pension from public funds. 
Ample provision from public funds is made 
for prior service credit. Minimum retire- 
ment allowances are fixed at $250 a year in 
case of disability and $500 a year for super- 
annuation retirement of any member aged 60 
years and credited with 35 years of teaching 
experience. The retirement allowance may 
not run about $2500 a year. 


Report of Committee on 


Resolutions 


The president announced that the 
next order of business was the report 
of the Committee on Resolutions. 
Whereupon the chairman of that com- 
mittee, Mrs. F. Blanche Preble, read 
the report of the committee. She an- 
nounced also that the report had been 
printed in full on pages 110 and 111 
of the December ILLinois TEACHER 
and further that printed copies had 
just been distributed to the members 
of the Representative Assembly. After 
the reading of the report there were 
several minutes of discussion, but no 
changes were made in the resolutions. 
After the discussion a motion was 
made, seconded and carried that the 
report be adopted. 

Since no change was made in the 
original report we are not printing it 
herewith, but beg leave to make the 
report printed on pages 110-111 of the 
December, 1932, ILtinois TEACHER a 
part of these proceedings. 

After the adoption of the regular 
report recommended by the Committee 
on Resolutions, President Skiles asked 
if there were any resolutions to be 
offered from the floor. These resolu- 
tions were offered by B. E. Gordon of 
the Lake Shore Division, Mr. J. B. Mc- 
Manus of the Illinois Valley Division, 
and Mrs. F. Blanche Preble of the Chi- 
cago Division, and the committee ap- 
pointed at the special meeting the 
night before. The five resolutions 
offered were freely discussed and each 
was adopted by regular motion, sec- 
onded and majority yote by the Repre- 
sentative Assembly. These resolutions 
or statements so adopted are as fol- 
lows: 


The Additional Resolutions 


Wuenreas, Many school districts in Illinois 
have been impaired in their efficiency on ac- 
count of reduced funds during the last few 
years, and 

Wuereas, Many corporations, such as 
railroads, banks, insurance companies, build- 
ing and loan associations, and farm loan 
banks have been aided by the Reconstruction 
Finance Corporation; be it 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of the 
members of the Illinois State Teachers Asso- 
ciation that said school districts should also 
receive aid from the Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation, and 

Be it further Resolved, That copies of this 
resolution be mailed to all state teachers’ 
organizations requesting their cooperation in 
obtaining such aid for school districts, and 
that a copy be sent to the National Education 
Association with a request that said N. E. A. 
invite the cooperation of all state organiza- 
tions to the same end. 

Wuenreas, The newer subjects of the cur- 
riculum, such as the practical arts, home 
economics, music, art, etc., are erroneously 
called “frills and fads” but really represent 
worthy efforts to adjust school life to the 
needs of the child; be it 

Resolved, That the Illinois State Teachers 
Association go on record as vigorously op- 
posing the elimination of these newer sub- 
jects from the school curriculum, and be it 

Resolved, That we commend the Illinois 
School Board Association for its efforts to 
enhance the cause of education in Illinois. 
It deserves our active support and hearty 
cooperation. Be it 

Resolved, That the Illinois State Teachers 
Association express its appreciation of the 
work which the Illinois Congress of Parents 
and Teachers is doing in behalf of the 
schools and its hope that the Congress will 
continue its cooperation in the solution of 
our common problems. 


Report of Special 
Committee 


Members of the [Illinois State Teachers 
Association participated last night in an in- 
formal consideration of the conditions under 
which public education is functioning in the 
State. As an outcome of that conference 
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and an attempt to crystallize the sentiment 
there expressed your committee makes the 
following motion: 

That efforts be made to increase the mem- 
bership in the Illinois State Teachers Asso- 
ciation; 

That there be no reduction in Association 
dues; 

That a state-wide plan be formulated to 
arouse the citizenry of the State to the crisis 
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facing public education and to enlist more 
general support for public education; 


That the board of directors of the Illinois 
State Teachers Association is hereby made 
responsible for the development and execu- 
tion of these recommendations; and, finally, 

That each Division of the Association is 
asked in regular or special meetings to give 
first place to present problems facing public 
education in Illinois and is urged to con- 


Third General Session 


® THE third general session of the 

79th annual meeting was called to 
order at 1:30 o’clock p. m. on Wednes- 
day, December 28, by President J. R. 
Skiles. After a brief period of asso- 
ciation singing, directed by Miss Kil- 
patrick, the president called for the 
report of the committee on nomina- 
tions. Miss A. Lulu Hill, chairman of 
the committee, read the following: 


Report of Committee 


On Nominations 


Mr. President, and Members of the Rep- 

resentative Assembly, I. S. T. A. 

The Committee on Nominations held its 
meeting last night, made the nominations 
for the offices to be filled at this meeting, 
and begs leave to make the following rec- 
ommendations: 

For president, Mrs. F. Blanche Preble, 
Chicago; 

For first vice-president, George O. Smith, 
Princeton; 

For second vice-president, 
Evers, Metropolis ; 

For third vice-president, 
Morris; 

For member of executive 
Frank A. Jensen, Rockford. 

I move the adoption of this report. 

The motion was duly seconded and 
carried by vote of the Representative 
Assembly, which the president de- 
clared elected the several nominees to 
the respective offices for which they 
had been named. 

The president announced that Secre- 
tary R. C. Moore had received a tele- 
gram which he believed should be read 
to the Representative Assembly. The 
secretary then read the following tele- 
gram: 


Luther L. 
C. H. Root, 


committee, 


Cuicaco, ILt., Dec. 28, 1932. 
Robert C. Moore, Illinois State Teach- 
ers Association: 

Educators on special train to Spring- 
field December 27 were misinformed 
concerning Fred Sargent being a direc- 
tor of the Milwaukee Road. Presi- 
dent’s office, Milwaukee Road, says he 
has no connection whatever with our 
line. Will appreciate your advising 
all concerning this misunderstanding. 


Thank you. Happy New Year. 
B. J. Scumuine, General Agent, 
Passenger Depot, Chicago, Milwau- 
kee, St. Paul & Pacific R. R. 
The president next called for the re- 
port of the Committee on Legislation. 
The report was read by Mr. Noah M. 


Mason, chairman. Several of its recom- 
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tribute to a special fund to be expended 
under the supervision of the board of direc- 
tors in carrying out the above program. 

F. Brancne Presre 

Tuomas E. BENNER 

W. W. Haccarp 

Fioyp T. Gooprer 

The president then announced that 

the meeting stood adjourned until 1:30 
o’clock p. m. of the same day. 


mendations have one or two slight 
changes made at the request of repre- 
sentatives of the City Superintendents’ 
Association. The report was then 
adopted upon motion which was duly 
seconded and carried by unanimous 
vote of the Representative Assembly 
and is as follows: 


Report of Committee on 


Legislation 


Submitted by Committee on Legislation to 
the Representative Assembly of the Illinois 
State Teachers Association. 


The Present Crisis 


@ EDUCATION is facing a crisis in Illi- 
nois. In the name of economy our public 
schools are being curtailed so drastically 
that free education is in dire peril. Essen- 
tial school activities have been eliminated, 
eficient school systems have been greatly 
weakened, and educational standards that it 
has taken years to establish have been low- 
ered or discarded over night. This condition 
has been brought about largely because our 
schools have been made the scapegoat for 
political extravagance, waste, and graft—a 
condition altogether too prevalent. 

This situation must be met and overcome 
by the organized teachers, school officials, 
and other friends of education led by officers 
that have vision, courage, faith, perseverance, 
and enthusiasm. ‘The present crisis in edu- 
cational affairs demands that such leaders 
be drafted if we are to stem the tide of 
reaction. 


Two Causes of the 
Present Crisis 


Two of the causes of our present educa- 
tional crisis are: First: The evermounting 
load of taxation has finally become unbear- 
able because of inequalities and omissions 
in assessments and greatly reduced incomes. 
Our schools, as innocent bystanders, have 
received the full force of blows aimed at ex- 
travagance, waste and graft in public office 
by the justly enraged taxpayers. 

Second: Our tax system in Illinois is anti- 
quated and inefficient. Forty billions of 
taxable property in the state and only eight 
billions upon the tax books of the state. We 
must modernize our oxcart system of taxa- 





tion so that we can spread the load more 
equitably. This can be done by finding new 
sources of taxation, and then by making 
these new sources bear their fair share of 
the load. This is our only hope for securing 
the necessary funds to properly finance an 
adequate school program. In this task of 
securing new sources of revenue the teach- 
ers have a vital interest, and must take an 
important if not a leading part. 

To this end we submit for your consider- 
ation the following legislative program and 
recommend its approval as a basis for school 
legislation to be enacted by the Fifty-eighth 
General Assembly: 

First: NEW SOURCES OF REVENUE 

(a) That a Selective Sales Tax be enacted 
placing a tax upon Tobacco, Beverages, 
Cosmetics, Perfumes, Jewelry, Admissions, 
Stock Transfers, Grain Futures, etc., the 
revenue derived therefrom to be used to in- 
crease the State School Fund. 

(b) That a Corporation Income Tax of 
3% on net incomes of all corporations doing 
business within the state be enacted, the 
revenue therefrom to be used to increase 
the State School Fund. 

(c) That we advocate an amendment to 
the present Constitution of [Illinois to re- 
move the restriction that prohibits a grad- 
uated State Income Tax and other modern 
forms and methods of taxation. 

Second: THE STATE SCHOOL FUND 

(a) That the State School Fund be in- 


creased from new sources of revenue until 
it shall equal at least one-fourth of the 
total expenditures of our public school 
system, in order to provide a fund ample 
for equalization purposes. 

(b) That claims upon the Common School 
Fund other than general pupil attendance 
apportionments be taken from the total fund 
rather than the separate county allotments; 
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provided, that pension allotments apply only 
to such territory as benefits therefrom. 

(c) Since a high school course today is 
recognized by all as part of a good common 
school education, we believe that our high 
schools should be included in State Support 
as well as our elementary schools, and we 
urge that, as soon as the funds available 
to the state are adequate for that purpose, 
the high schools be so included. 


Third: BETTER SUPPORT FOR OUR 

STATE TEACHERS COLLEGES 

We urge that legislation be enacted to 
give the same administrative freedom to the 
state teachers colleges as is at present en- 
joyed by the University of Illinois and also 
that the financial support of the state teach- 
ers colleges shall be on a par with the finan- 
cial support given to the preparation of 
teachers in the University of Illinois. 


Fourth: ESTABLISHMENT OF LARGER 
TERRITORIAL UNITS FOR SCHOOL 
SUPPORT 
That larger territorial units for school 

taxation and administration be established; 
that the equalization of educational oppor- 
tunity by larger school district units be pro- 
moted by a reasonable grant of state aid for 
helping to meet transportation costs and part 
of the loss occasioned by abandoning school 
buildings; and that provision be made for 
changing abnormal high-school district 
boundaries, retaining proper safeguards to 
prevent the efficiency of present high-school 
districts from being impaired. 

Fifth: TUITION FOR NON-HIGH SCHOOL 
PUPILS 
Since it is manifestly unfair that our or- 

ganized high school districts should not re- 
ceive from the non-high school territory full 
payment of the per capita cost of educating 
the young people who reside in the non-high 
school territory, we believe the present law 
should be amended in such a way as to guar- 
antee the levy of a sufficient tax in the non- 
high school territory so that it will meet 
the full cost of educating the young people 
who become tuition pupils from the non- 
high school territory. 

Sixth: SPECIAL FOR CHICAGO TEACH- 
ERS 
That we support the bill prepared for Chi- 

cago teachers to protect their tenure and pen- 

sion rights in case their financial necessities 
compel them or any of them to cease teach- 
ing, and whatever other legislation for Chi- 
cago teachers that may be recommended by 
the Chicago Division, and approved by this 

Committee. 

Seventh: EMERGENCY FINANCE 
That legislation be enacted permitting 

school districts of not more than 200,000 pop- 

ulation to issue bonds for current indebted- 
ness existing only on December 31 and June 

30 of the next two fiscal school years, but 

not to exceed 5% of the last assessed val- 

uation. 


Eighth: ALLOCATION OF COLLECTIONS 

We recommend legislation to compel allo- 
cation of delinquent taxes, when collected, 
to the uses for which they were levied. 


Official Representative 


To help carry out this legislative program, 
we hereby designate our secretary, Mr. Rob- 
ert C. Moore, our official representative, and 
authorize him to represent us in all matters 
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of legislation, but working of course under 
the general direction of this committee or its 
executive committee of three; and we in- 
struct him not only to prepare the necessary 
bills to cover this program of legislation but, 
after their introduction, to support and de- 
fend them in every way possible. We also 
urge the entire State Teachers Association 
and all its individual members to give him 
and this committee their full and active 
support in our efforts to translate this pro- 
gram into law. 


Committee Meetings 


We recommend that this committee meet 
as soon after the Fifty-eighth General As- 
sembly convenes as the chairman deems ad- 
visable, and that it meet thereafter once 
each month or oftener if thought advisable 
by the chairman. 

Respectfully submitted, 
N. M. Mason, Chairman. 





The president next invited legisla- 
tive recommendations from the floor of 
the Representative Assembly. Mr. 
Storm of the Northeastern Division 
moved that the association recommend 
a law providing for a flat one per cent 
income tax. The motion was seconded, 
restated, and debated, and then upon 
vote was declared lost. 

Mr. Roy Jordan of the Southwestern 
Division then explained four bills that 
had been prepared by the City Super- 
intendents’ Association for the purpose 
of compelling the assessment for tax- 
ation purposes of all automobiles. He 
then moved that these four bills be 
recommended by the Association and 
made a part of our legislative program 
to be presented to the 58th General 
Assembly. The motion was seconded 
and carried by vote of the Represen- 
tative Assembly. 

Mr. William Harris of the South 
Central Division next appeared and 
briefly explained that a bill was pre- 
pared by the City Superintendents’ 
Association with the help of Professor 
Hunter of the University of Illinois, 
which bill provided for making the 
county the unit of assessment for tax- 
ation purposes and provided for one 
full time appointive expert assessor 
for each county. He moved that this 
be made a part of the legislative pro- 
gram of the State Teachers Associa- 
tion, but after considerable discussion 
he changed his motion that the bill be 
referred to the legislative committee 
of the State Teachers Association. This 
second motion was seconded and car- 
ried by unahimous vote of the Repre- 
sentative Assembly. 

Mr. W. P. Morgan of the Western 
Division then called attention to the 
fact that the committees of resolutions 
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and legislation held their meetings 
some time in November before each 
annual meeting in December and ad- 
vised those who may hereafter have 
bills or resolutions to recommend pre- 
senting them at these meetings. Secre- 
tary R. C. Moore explained that the 
meeting of the City Superintendents’ 
Association which decided upon meas- 
ures just presented was held this year 
after the meetings of the two State 
Association committees, and hence the 
necessity for presenting the measures 
at the state meeting if they were to be 
acted upon before the meeting of the 
58th General Assembly. 

President Skiles then called upon 
Miss Mary Margaret Roach who had 
a function to perform for the Women 
Delegates of the Illinois State Teach- 
ers Association. Miss Roach went to 
the platform and delivered the follow- 
ing address: 


Presentation of Office Clock 


Mr. President and Members of the Dele- 
gate Assembly: It gives me much pleasure 
to appear before you as a representative of 
the Women Delegates of the Illinois State 
Teachers Association. 

At the Annual Luncheon of the Women 
Delegates, December 29, 1931, the following 
motion was made, seconded and carried 
unanimously : 

“Since this organization has quite a bank 
balance, and as we now have such a beau- 
tiful and splendid administrative building, 
I wish to move that the sum of one hun- 
dred dollars slightly more or less, should be 
used to purchase a gift for this building, and 
that a committee of three be appointed by 
the president of this group to choose the gift. 
The presentation of the gift to be made at 
the 1932 meeting of the Illinois State Teach- 
ers Association.” 

The following were named on the commit- 
tee: Caroline Grote, Mrs. F. Blanche Preble, 
Mary Margaret Roach. 

We had as our guest that day Mrs. Wil- 
liam Bishop Owen, who was quite pleased to 
be present when we voted the gift for the 
William Bishop Owen Memorial Building. 

The committee in casting about for the 
gift, considered the needs of the workers who 
occupy the building, as to what would be of 
most service to them and also furnish a 
beautiful addition to one of the rooms. 

Down through the ages man has always 
needed some device for measuring and in- 
dicating time. The sun was man’s first time- 
keeper as it was his first warmth and light. 
To all peoples “noon,” “dawn,” and “sun- 
set” meant the same. 

Very interesting was the old way of mark- 
ing time, first by the shadow of an isolated 
tree, which the slanting rod later displaced. 
The shadow of this rod was cast on a dial 
plate on which the hours were marked. This 
means was later followed by the hour glass, 
which marked its time by running sand 
The sun-dial came in its turn. 

The first handmade clocks were the tall 
eight-day ones driven by weights and wound 
up once a week. This was the style known 
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as the grandfather’s clock of which Long- 


fellow wrote: 


And from its station in the hall 

An ancient timepiece says to all 
“Forever—never! 
“Never—forever!” 

Half-way up the stairs it stands 

And points and beckons with its hands 

From its case of massive oak, 

Like a monk, who, under his cloak, 

Crosses himself, and sighs, alas! 

With sorrowful voice to all who pass 


“Forever—never! 
“Never—forever!” 


The modern clock appeared in the four- 
teenth century and since then the essential 
principles have not been changed. They 
have been perfected as to lightness and per- 
fection of their time keeping qualities. Elec- 
tricity has been applied to the clock’s opera- 
tion, but De Vick’s early clock and our 
modern clocks are much the same. 

Through the cooperation and supervision 
of our secretary Mr. R. C. Moore a large 
square mahogany finish electric clock with 
a dial showing hours, minutes and seconds 
was purchased and installed. 

And now, Mr. President and Members of 
the Illinois State Teachers Association, it 
gives me added pleasure to present to you 
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this clock, which now hangs over the mantle 
in the Director’s Room of the William 
Bishop Owen Memorial Building. 

We hope that Mr. Moore and his asso- 
ciates will enjoy using the clock as much as 
the Women Delegates did in the giving of it. 

At the close of Miss Roach’s address 
the president called upon Secretary R. 
C. Moore to accept the gift. Secretary 
Moore stated that he could not com- 
mand suitable words to reply to the 
elegant and fitting presentation ad- 
dress, but he assured the Women Dele- 
gates and the others present that the 
office clock was both a beautiful and 
useful addition to the office furniture 
and that the office employees in par- 
ticular highly appreciated the demon- 
stration of friendship and good will 
by the Women Delegates. 

Miss Roach then announced a 
further gift as follows: 

Another pleasure is mine today to report 
to you the action taken by the Women Dele- 
gates during their noon luncheon today. 

It was voted by the Women Delegates to 
set aside fifty dollars to be applied to the 
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Special Fund of the Illinois State Teachers 
Association for enlarging of the work of this 
Association as recommended in the resolu- 
tions adopted by the delegate assembly dur- 
ing the morning session today. 

The president stated that he was 
glad to accept the gift and was sure 
that it would be used to good advan- 
tage by the Association and also that 
it would serve as a suggestion to the 
Divisions of the State Teachers Asso- 
ciation. 

The president next called for the re- 
port of the treasurer; whereupon Mr. 
Charles McIntosh announced that his 
report as treasurer for the year 1932 
had been distributed to all the dele- 
gates and that he presented it as a re- 
port for the year. 

Upon motion by Mr. F. G. Blair, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
which was duly seconded and carried 
by unanimous vote the report was ac- 
cepted and placed on file. 

The essential parts of the report fol- 
low: 





' Mar. 24 East Central Division—balance on 
Treasurer s Report tor gece Ess a = 2" 190.00 
May 16 South Central Division—Donation to 
ee a + 750.00 
h Y 1932 June 16 League of Women Voters—leafiets 
T e ear ee aE hs ; 3.00 
July 11 R. C. Moore—refund expenses N. E. 
RECEIPTS SES 9 a RE OLS Pee: 60.00 
1931 July 13 wy Harden—refund expenses N. nen 
Dec. 15 Balance cash on hand............... ne $13,347.58 So SSR Ce Ci ee eee y 
30 Dues 31 members—Annual Meeting 62.00 Aug. 13 Income on bonds—$6,000 at 4% %.. 270.00 
1932 Received from Divisions, 1932 dues Sept.12 R. C. Moore—fees received for work 
Mar. 10 Central Division.................... $1,530.00 at Teachers Institute...................... 60.00 
P. C. Kurtz, Bloomington Oct. 15 State Teachers Magazines—advertis- 
28 Chicago Division.................. 5,349.00 ing in Illinois Teacher.................... 836.51 
Susan Scully, Chicago 25 LaSalle-Peru T . H. S.—25 copies 
29 South Central Division........ 2,729.00 of September Illinois Teacher........ 5.00 
C. A. Stevens, Springfield Dec. 10 Int. received on Proviso Township 
$1 Peoria Division.................... 1,526.00 _— ae ee = anticipation war- ~ 
hy, Peoria rant redeemed...........................----------- é 
Apr. 14 | ene oealb ween g Division Bok 3,347.00 Dec. 15 Dues and subscriptions, Ill. Teacher 44.00 
C. J. Pearce, East St. Louis 15 Interest on bank balance.................... 389.27 
“Sai 2,692.00 N eee 
* See lodienaes (F. S.) Total receipts for year........................ $51,288.52 
Metropolis Note.—In addition to the above cash receipts, your Treas- 
May 21 Lake Shore Division............ 2,633.00 urer has received Tax Anticipation Warrants for dues of 
Orville T. Bright, Jr., Dolton. members of the Lake Shore Division as follows: 
Oct. 19 Southeastern Division............ 1,256.00 
Annie Foster. 
20 Eastern Division.................. 1,855.00 
H. B. Black, Mattoon. 
24 ~ Wacht, Urbans. recon 2,464.00 DISBURSEMENTS 
26 Black Hawk Division.......... 1,303.00 Orders Nos. 1 to 354, inclusive... $38,002.80 
E. P. Nutting, Moline Balance, Cash on hand... eee eee eee 18,285.72 
Nov. 2 Illinois Valley Division........ 1,513.00 
oeenes M. Fe = al ag 00 Total disbursements and balance.................... $51,288.52 
2 WL Pick seg eam — wisi Note: A complete list of the orders issued was con- 
& Northeastern Division... 1,796.00 tained in the printed report distributed at the meeting, 
A. N. Barron, Yorkville. _ 7 and is a part of the permanent files in the Springfield 
23 Western Division.................. 1,670.00 office, which are available to anyone who calls and is in- 
Fred Robertson, Galesburg. terested. For a classification of expenditures, see Report 
23 DuPage A Division........ 693.00 of Committee on Appropriations. Due to the fact that 


Myrtle Wheel 
9 Northwestern Division........ 


Arthur G. Larson, Rockford 


Total from Divisions.......................... $35,233.00 
64.00 


1931 dues—South Central Division.... 


Feb, 1 


ouse, Hinsdale. 
1,597.00 


for 14 months. 


the Association ordered the payment of the employees on 
a monthly, instead of a quarterly or annual basis, the 
total salaries shown are for more than a year. 
of the treasurer is for 23 months and of the secretary 


The salary 
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Bonds Owned by Association 
Marshall Field and Co. Debenture Gold Bonds, 
4% % $3,000.00 


oO 
Standard Oil Co. of N. Y., 4% % Debentures...... 3,000.00 


Total par value of bonds held $6,000.00 
Tax Anticipation Warrants Held 
a “Ogg Township High School Dist. 76, Cook 
° 























Sapa Ses oe E8 114.00 
Calumet Dist: 215, Cook Co..........................--..... 36.00 
Maine Township High School Dist. 207, Cook 

Co. ' ee 92.00 
Biwemiatem Tiek TE, COW  Ceiinicccesccvdceineepeencine ees 175.00 
Evanston Township High School Dist. 202, Cook 

_ rs etic SRE Aa ie aso 250.00 
OO OS Rae ek 136.00 
Ss nk MII Nis ceeeneovebceenntntiarcityeadennekaeloudisaiis 62.00 
FE RE ae ret Se 28.00 

CORSON Me Ce Tee ee Sma $ 893.00 
Resources of Association 

Real Estate—actual cost..................--.-------..--..---- $60,293.47 

ean een ale EN eich RUC oe oe 6,000.00 

Tax Anticipation Warrants.................................- 893.00 

Lk, Re ae 13,285.72 

$80,472.19 


Vouchers Submitted to Auditing Committee 


1. Enrolling Clerk. A statement signed by Frank A. 
Drake, enrolling officer at the annual meeting, certify- 
ne the dues collected by him in 1931 amounted 
to $62. 

2. Division Treasurers. A statement signed by each Di- 
vision Treasurer stating the amount of money he 
sent your treasurer within the year. 

3. Dues of members paid to State Treasurer. A list show- 
ing names and addresses of all persons paying dues to 
your treasurer within the year. 

4. Interest on Bank Balances. Statement signed by 
proper officer of every bank in which any part of the 
funds have been kept this year, showing interest earned 
on deposits. The interest earned is as follows: 
Dighton-Dilatush Loan Co. of Monticello, IIL.....$389.27 


5. Bank Balance. Statement signed by proper officer of 
the bank under seal, showing the amount of cash on 
deposit in the bank to the credit of the Illinois State 
Teachers Association on Dec. 15, 1932. Dighton- 
Dilatush Loan Co., $13,380.64. 

Note: The above cash reported in the bank is slight- 
ly more than the cash belonging to the Association for 
there are seven checks outstanding as follows: No. 
302, $9.41; No. 303, $14.80; No. 327, $15.00; No. 
331, $1.75; No. 342, $9.26; No. 349, $40.00; No. 353, 
$4.70. Total checks outstanding, $94.92. 

Balance in Dighton-Dilatush Loan Co........... $13,380.64 
Checks outstanding saghacns 94.92 





Balance cash actually belonging to Associa- 
tion and available for use $13,285.72 
6. Orders for Payment of Funds. Orders signed by the 
president of the Association, the chairman of the exec- 
utive committee and countersigned by the secretary 
of the Association as evidence of authority for every 
check issued. 


7. Canceled Checks or receipts for all orders issued by 
the Board of Directors within the year (with the ex- 
ception of the seven checks not yet returned to bank 
on which they were drawn), also canceled checks 
issued the previous year which had not been returned 
to the bank before Dec. 15, 1981. 

8. Treasurer’s Report for the year 1931, showing bal- 
ances reported on hand Dec. 15, 19381. 

9. A Certificate from the Moore State Bank of Monticello, 
certifying that the Illinois State Teachers Association 
has deposited with them for safe keeping the following 
bonds and tax anticipation warrants: 

Marshall Field and Co. Debenture Gold 

Bonds, 4% % $3,000.00 
Standard Oil Co. of N. Y., 4% % Debentures 3,000.00 
District 76, Cook Co., Tax Anticipation War- 














rants 114.00 
District 215, Cook Co., Tax Anticipation War- 

rants 36.00 
District 207, Cook Co., Tax Anticipation War- 

rants 92.00 
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District 75, Cook Co., Tax Anticipation War- 














if OO EN LY RANE LIN a ERTIES CIE ER OT ce AL 175.00 
District 202, Cook Co., Tax Anticipation War- 
° ERE ES Ri | SI Tad! bet 250.00 
District 39, Cook Co., Tax Anticipation War- 
rants .... ..-- 1386.00 
District 95, Cook Co., Tax Anticipation War- 
IN « ccctescenishinins eotigpicentiiaaete 62.00 
District 156, Cook Co., Tax Anticipation War- 
0 RRS DRI 0S oh es ea ek AB ORO 28.00 
OS EEE TEE ee $6,893.00 
10. Audit R t signed by Gauger and Diehl, Decatur, 
Certified Public Accountants, showing the exact condi- 


. tion of the funds of the Illinois State Teachers Asso- 
ciation as of Dec. 15, 1932. A complete copy of the 
report follows: 


GAUGER & DIEHL, CERTIFIED PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTANTS 
DECATUR, ILL., December 16, 1932. 
Board of Directors, 
Illinois State Teachers Association, 
Spring field, Illinois. 
GENTLEMEN : 

In accordance with the worms received from your 
treasurer, we have audited all the records pertaining to 
the accounts and finances of the Illinois State Teachers 
Association as kept by your treasurer, Mr. Chas. McIntosh 
of Monticello, Illinois, and the original bills and invoices 
as kept by your executive secretary, Mr. R. C. Moore, Car- 
linville, Illinois. 

We take pleasure in reporting to your body that all cash 
received has been properly accounted for and deposited by 

our treasurer with your regular depository, the Dighton- 
ilatush Loan Company of Monticello, Illinois, and that 
disbursements have been made by your treasurer only in 
accordance with orders received by him signed by the 
proper officials of your association. 

Receipts: In the process of verifying all items of cash 
received, we have examined signed letters from your divi- 
sion treasurers stating the amounts which they were re- 
mitting to your treasurer and also deposit receipts received 
from the bank, showing the deposits of these receipts. In 
addition thereto, we examined statements from the bank 
showing the interest received on bank balances during the 
year, together with an affidavit as to the remaining cash 
balance on December 15, 1932. 

Disbursements: In the process of examining the dis- 
bursements as shown in the accompanying report, we had 
access to the original invoices furnished by your secretary, 
Mr. R. C. Moore, and to the official orders signed by the 
president of your association, the chairman of the execu- 
tive committee, and counter-signed by your secretary as 
evidence for each check issued by Mr. McIntosh. Also, 
all cancelled checks were examined to determine that the 
money had been actually disbursed to the individuals in- 
dicated on the official orders and on the original invoices. 
All outstanding checks carried over from December 15, 
1931, have been poe during the past year. During this 
past year, the Building Fund has been eliminated by action 
of your board of directors, and the amount advanced to 
the Building Fund by the General Fund as of the close 
of your previous year has been permanently donated for the 
construction of the building. Since the building has been 
completed, there remains nod necessity for maintaining a 
separate building fund. 

Our audit discloses, as itemized in your treasurer’s re- 
port, the cash receipts and disbursements for the year in 
summary form as follows: 


Cash Balance on Hand Available for Use on 


| , EEA e ae i atl $13,347.58 
Cash Received during the Year as Income........ 37,940.94 
Total Cash to be Accounted For.................. $51,288.52 


Less: Disbursements per Orders Issued on your 
Treasurer and Subsequent Checks Issued by 
BE Seciecsatnsiccesnsduraialsacnsiaisdpaantihercemntatibimaiiteiae 38,002.80 


Balance of Cash in the Bank Available for Use 
on December 15, 1932, per Affidavit Fur- 
nished by the Dighton-Dilatush Loan Com- 
pany, Monticello, Mlinois................................. $13,285.72 


The securities owned by your association as of Decem- 
ber 15, 1932, which are in the hands of your treasurer 
and have been personally examined and counted by us 
were as follows: 
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Tax Anticipation Wessente per Itemized List in 


r’s 
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893.00 Securities 





po — 

(These tax anticipation warrants were 
turned in as dues from the Lake Shore Divi- 
They have not been included in the 
total of cash received from the Lake Shore 
Division during the year, but will be all in- 
cluded at the time actual cash is received by 


sion. 


your treasurer.) 


Debenture Bonds per Itemized List in Treas- 


urer’s Report 
Total Securities Owned 


6,000.00 


ee $ 6,893.00 


The total resources of your association as of December 


15, 1932, are in summary as follows: 


The president next introduced Mr. 
Karl E. Guenther, Professor of Eco- 
nomics in the Michigan State Normal 
College, Ypsilanti, who delivered a 
very interesting and scholarly address 
upon the subject, “Teachers and Social 


Oo 
Cash in Bank Available for Use.......................... 13,285.72 


, - See ee Se + $80,472.19 


We certify that the above summaries represent the true 
and correct financial transactions of your association dur- 
ing the year ended December 15, 1932, and that the re- 
sulting financial condition at the close of the year, all of 
which is reported and itemized in detail in your treasurer’s 
report, is true and correct in every particular. We are 
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Real Estate at "a Si icisitmitsinsteiinnertccnincieamincll $60,293.47 


6,893.00 


Very truly yours, 
GAUGER & DIEHL, 
Certified Public Accountants. 


210 Citizens Building, Decatur, Illinois. 


Planning.” We hope to publish at least 
the more important parts of this ad- 
dress in some future number of the 
ILLINOIS TEACHER. 

President Skiles then announced that 
after the adjournment of the evening 
meeting the Lake Shore Division would 


give a ball at the Leland Hotel to 
which all delegates and members in at- 
tendance at the meeting were cordially 
invited. He then announced that the 
meeting stood adjourned until 7:45 
the same evening. 


Fourth and Fifth General Sessions 


® THE fourth session of the annual 

State meeting was called to order at 
7:45 o’clock on Wednesday evening, 
December 28. No official reports were 
made and no business transacted at 
this meeting. The Chicago singers, a 
male quartet of artists, rendered a very 
pleasing program for the first hour. 

The president then introduced Dr. 
Alexander Meiklejohn of the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin, who delivered a 
very instructive address on the subject, 
“The Schools and the Social Order.” 
The general theme of Dr. Meiklejohn’s 
address was as follows: 

Our schools and their products do 
not seem to be adapted to the needs 
of our present social order; that is, 
our educational system does not seem 
to be in harmony with our industrial 
and commercial systems. However, 
the way to harmonize them is not to 
try to adapt the educational to the 
others, since our educational methods 
and products are already much better 
adapted to the real needs of society 
than are our industrial and commercial 
systems. The great need in this coun- 
try is for a greater degree of sociali- 
zation of our industrial, commercial, 
and economic systems to adapt them 
to the same ideals now practiced in 
education. 

At the close of Dr. Meiklejohn’s ad- 
dress the president adjourned the ineet- 
ing until the next morning with the 
announcement that the Lake Shore 


Division would be glad to entertain all 
present at the Leland Hotel for the 
next two or three hours. 


Fifth General Session 


The fifth general session was called 
to order at 8:45 o’clock a. m. on 
Thursday, December 29, by President 
Skiles. After a brief period of asso- 
ciation singing directed by Miss Kil- 


patrick, the president called for the 
report of the Committee on Teacher 
Training, whereupon President Kar! L. 
Adams of the Northern Illinois State 
Teachers College, chairman of the 
committee, read the following report: 


Report of the Committee on 
Teacher Training 


At no time has the need for training and 
sound thinking been as acute as it is today. 

The only way for a democracy to develop 
the type of leaders that this crisis demands 
and that our present complex social order 
will continue to demand is through an ade- 
quate system of public schools manned by 
competent teachers. With these facts before 
us, this present crisis becomes a real problem 
in teacher training, one that must be faced 
and solved. Friends of public education who 
believe in it as the cornerstone of a democ- 
racy must rally to its support. 

We would like to recommend the follow- 
ing toward this end: 


I. The Development of Admissions and 
Elimination Practices to make possible 
(a) More careful selection of entrants 
into teacher-training institutions. 

(b) Higher requirements for gradua- 
tion and subsequent certification 
resulting in elimination of those 
unfitted for this difficult job, the 
job of teaching. 
I. Longer training period extending over 
a minimum of four years to insure 
(a) Broad scholarship and habits of 
careful thinking along social and 
scientific lines; in fact, better un- 
derstanding of the world in 
which we live. 

(b) Professional training, to include— 
1. Study of the child. 








2. Attitude toward teaching and 
the profession. 
3. The study of the emotional 
difficulties, or mental hygiene. 
III. Certification law strong enough to per- 
mit 
(a) Only those who are interested in 
and definitely prepared for teach- 
ing to be certificated. 

(b) One to teach only in the definite 
field in which he is prepared. 

(c) The granting of only “temporary 
permission to teach” to any who 
have completed professional cur- 
ricula less than four years in 
length. 
IV. In-service training and follow-up 
(a) By superintendents and principals 
in their supervisory capacity. 

(b) By representatives of teacher 
training staffs in a cooperative 
relationship with superintendents 
and principals. 

V. Adequate financial support for this 
program. This will include support 
for 
(a) Teacher-training agencies main- 

tained by the State. 
(b) State supervisory officers. 
(c) Ample county supervision 
Respectfully submitted, 
H. A. Brown, L. W. WituaMs, 
Harry TAayYLor, Howarp S. WaLKeEr, 
Carrie Barnes, Leman Emerson, 


180 


Frances STOKDYK, Joun A. Srronc, 


H. B. FisHer, P. H. HELLYEr, 
Butter LaucHLin, W. P. Morcan, 
H. W. Suryock, R. W. Farrcuixp, 
Winirreo Matuews, E. W. Powers, 


L. C. Lorp, Wituiam Harris, 
T. ArtHur Simpson, Jesse H. Wuirte, 
Kart L. Apams, Chairman 





After a brief discussion Chairman 


THE ILLINOIS TEACHER 


Adams moved the adoption of the re- 
port and the motion was seconded and 
carried by the vote of the Representa- 
tive Assembly. 

The president then called for the 
report of the Committee on State 
School Fund. The chairman of the 
committee, Mr. J. B. McManus, read 
the following report. 


Report of Committee on State 


Schoo! Fund 


Your Committee on State School Fund 
submits the following report for your consid- 
eration and action. 

The statutes of the State of Illinois re- 
quire the operation and maintenance of a 
general and uniform system of public 
schools, wherein tuition shall be free of 
charge to all the children within the state, 
between the ages of 7 and 16. We believe 
the school and the means of education should 
be forever encouraged for the perpetuity of 
our free institutions and for the preservation 
of individual liberty. The public school ren- 
ders a great service at all times, but as a 
stabilizing agency in times of social unrest 
and economic depression its services are 
invaluable. 

It has come to be a fixed American policy 
to hold the wealth of the state responsible 
for the education of the children in the state, 
regardless of who has the wealth and who 
has the children. A unit of the state that 
does not have sufficient wealth to educate its 
children must be helped by wealthier com- 
munities through a State School Fund. How- 
ever, we agree that in the present crisis the 
most rigid economy must be practiced in 
order to bring efficient schools within the 
reach of all the children of the state, with- 
out unduly burdening the property of the 
people. 

Teachers, like members of other profes- 
sions, vary greatly in ability and preparation. 
But when the remuneration and the initial 
qualifications are fixed at a reasonably high 
level, only the more capable men and women 
will seek admission to the profession. The 
state unquestionably has a right to set up a 
minimum program of public education that 
shall reach every child in the state, but there 
is a corresponding obligation of the state to 
so provide support for such a program, that 
no school unit shall be required to tax itself 
beyond a reasonable limit for schools, in 
order to carry out the said minimum pro- 
gram. That minimum program has refer- 
ence to qualifications of teachers, the length 
of term, the breadth of the curriculum, and 
the equipment of the schoolroom. 

In Illinois there are vast inequalities in the 
educational opportunities provided for our 
children as the following will show: 


A. In the percentage of elementary teachers 
who are graduates of Normai School or 
its equivalent: 

1. Cities above 10,000 population range 
from 100% in Highland Park to 
25% in Mt. Vernon. 

2. Cities of 2,500 to 5,000 population, 
range from 100% in Galena to 20% 
in Carlinville. 





3. One teacher districts have but 23% 
Normal graduates. 

B. In length of school term: 

1. Cities above 10,000 range from a ses- 
sion of 200 days in Chicago to 165 
days in Cairo. 

2. Cities from 1,800 to 2,500 population 
range from 203 days in Glenview to 
160 days in Carrier Mills. 

C. In average number of pupils in average 
daily attendance per teacher: 

1. The larger cities range from 41 in 
Elmwood Park to 18 in Highland 
Park. 

2. Cities from 5,000 to 10,000 population 
range from 44.7 in Herrin to 19 in 
Glencoe. 

3. Cities from 2,500 to 5,000 population 
range from 41.7 in River Grove to 
18 in Kenilworth. 

D. In cities the cost of current expenditures 
per elementary school pupil enrolled 
shows a wide range and is related to the 
ability to support education as follows: 


Annual 

Current 

Assessed Valua- Expense 

Name tion Per Pupil per pupil 

of City In A. D. A. Enrolled 
Winnetka  --__--~-- $19,196 $171 
Kenilworth ~____--- 23,037 162 
ee 18,133 162 
Lake Forest.__.____ 38,965 143 
Johnston City.____- 1,649 25 
|” ne 2,257 24 
Carrier Mills...__- 1,153 23 
Eerie 1,698 22 


E. County averages show that the training 
of teachers and their salaries appear to 
be related to economic ability,— 


Assessed Percentage 


Valuation of Normal 
Name of Per School Median 
County Teacher Graduates Salary 
A ital $220,895 85.2% $1,620 
I 196,918 79 % 1,440 
Cumberland . 69,624 17.4% 680 
| 50,558 14.3% 680 


We, therefore, loyally endorse the prin- 
ciple that the State School Fund should be 
equal to at least 25% of the total cost of the 
elementary schools of Illinois. Though that 
principle may not be made effective at once, 
the need of it is becoming more imperative 
each year, as is attested by the following: 

1. The special aid claimed under the 
present law has increased from 
$600,000 to over $1,000,000 in the 
last three years. 
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2. During the depression a _ greater 
burden has been placed upon the 
schools, especially the high schools, 
in some of which the enrollment 
was increased by over three hun- 
dred pupils. Boys and girls unable 
to secure employment decided to re- 
main in school longer or re-entered 
high school. In order to maintain 
the efficiency of the school, more 
money had to be spent for space 
and teachers. 

3. Hundreds of thousands of dollars 
of school money are tied up in the 
many banks which have been closed 
in various parts of the state the 
past year. That money, although 
collected and appropriated for 
school purposes will not be avail- 
able for one or two years and much 
of it may never be had. 


We present the following program, seek- 
ing a more complete realization of the needs 
of the school to bring about a just equaliza- 
tion of educational opportunities in Illinois. 


1. This Committee believes that the effi- 
ciency of our schools is in danger 
and recommends that the I. S. T. A. 
go before the 58th General Assem- 
bly and also the public, as an ad- 
vocate of school efficiency and with 
the earnest plea that reduction in 
the financial support of the schools 
be not made to such an extent as 
will reduce their efficiency; which 
means that we stand firmly for a 
program of education in Illinois 
adequate to the needs of the chil- 
dren. 

2. That we offer our active co-operation 
and assistance to all other honor- 
able organizations and committees 
endeavoring to find legitimate 
sources of revenue, other than the 
general property tax. 

3. We insist that re-appropriations be 
made by each General Assembly to 
cover all arrearages in the state 
school fund caused by non-collec- 
tion of taxes in any previous period 
or periods of appropriation. 

4. We are decidedly opposed to any 
further deductions being made from 
the State School Fund for any new 
purpose. We are in favor of a lib- 
eral allowance for the Teachers’ 
Pension Fund. We recommend, 
however, that the County Superin- 
tendents’ salaries and the allotment 
to the Teachers’ Pension Fund be 
taken out before distribution to the 
counties. 

5. We recommend and insist that the ap- 
propriations to the State School 
Fund be at least enough to pay in 
full the claims of the school dis- 
tricts under the provisions of the 
present school fund apportionment 
law, which will require an appro- 
priation of $12,000,000 a year for 
the next biennium. 


Respectfully submitted, 


H. J. BecKEMEYER, 

Don C. Rocers, 

Wm. E. Wuire, 

E. H. LuKensi.t, 

Roscoe Putiam. 

J. B. McManus, Chairman. 
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After a brief discussion, Mr. Mc- 
Manus moved the adoption of his re- 
port which motion was seconded and 
carried by vote of the Representative 
Assembly. 


THE 


ILLINOIS TEACHER 


The president next called for the re- 
port of the Illinois Pupils Reading 
Circle. Mr. D. F. Nickols, manager 
of the Reading Circle, read the follow- 


ing report: 


Annual Report of the Illinois 
Pupils Reading Circle, 1932 


To the Illinois State Teachers Association: 

We present herewith the annual financial 
and statistical report of the Manager of the 
Illinois Pupils Reading Circle for the year 
ending June 30, 1932. 

This report shows that 59,153 books were 
distributed during the year. The ten-year 
average annual distribution was 60,187. 
However, in comparison with the preceding 
year, due to the continued depression, there 
was a loss of 15% in the total number of 
books sold. In terms of dollars and cents, 
taking into account the reduced margin of 
profit for operating expenses, the loss was 
23%. According to data obtained from the 
Chamber of Commerce, the business slump 
in the nation for the same period was 33%. 

Quoting from last year’s report: 

“Last spring your Board of Directors de- 
cided that, in view of the economic depres- 
sion, it would be advisable to lower the price 
of the course of reading to $25. This is 
$2.50 less than last year and reduces the 
margin for operating expenses a little below 
10%. Overhead expenses cannot be paid on 
such a narrow margin but with a safety fund 
of $5000 which you will see under ‘Re- 
sources’ in the financial report, the Circle 
is prepared to meet a deficit, at the same time 
supplying the books at the lowest margin on 
record. In other words, the Reading Circle 
is undertaking to maintain a normal reading 
program during a financial depression.” 

By such action the Circle met the schools 
of the State half way in a trying year and 
enabled its patrons to buy books at reduced 
prices, even though the publishers made nv 
reductions to the Reading Circle. And in 
so doing, the $5000 surplus was absorbed as 
indicated in the current report. The Man- 
ager feels that, as soon as the financial 
stress will permit, a small surplus or reserve 
fund should be restored in order to meet any 
contingency which might arise. It is very 
dificult, even hazardous, to anticipate the 
volume of business one year hence. There 
is no way of knowing how many orders will 
be received or how many books will be or- 
dered within the next year after the prices 
are fixed and listed in the new catalog. The 
Pupils Reading Circle has had no financial 
aid from any source during the past forty 
years other than its receipts from sales of 
books and awards. It is good business to be 
fortified for a lean year. 

Further retrenchments were made by the 
Board of Directors last spring for the cur- 
rent year by reducing salaries 12%% and 
the general overhead expenses 10%. The 
curtailment of costs was made in keeping 
with the decreased volume of business. 

Three board meetings were held within 
the year—two in Lincoln and one in Spring- 
field. And two conferences with a commit- 
tee of the Illinois State Teachers Association 


were attended by a special Reading Circle 
committee. These conferences were both 
held in Chicago. 

The field work of the Manager in promot- 
ing Reading Circle activities in various parts 
of the state included 47 counties. Special 
visits were made to 10 counties to participate 
in institute programs. No charges were 
made to the counties for this service. 

The Manager also attended two division 
meetings of the Illinois State Teachers Asso- 
ciation, the Schoolmasters’ Club, City Super- 
intendents’ State meeting, High School Con- 
ference, and the State meeting in Spring- 
field. 

Further promotion and publicity of the 
Reading Circle were obtained by the dis- 
tribution of 40,000 copies of the prospectus, 
articles in the ILtino1is TEACHER, and a spe- 
cial calendar and a complete set of new 
books in the office of every county superin- 
tendent of schools. The books are kept on 
display in the county superintendents’ offices 
where they may be examined by teachers, 
directors and patrons throughout the year. 

We feel that special credit is due the 
county superintendents of the state for their 
cooperation with and loyal support of the 
Pupils Reading Circle. Through their ef- 
forts outside reading has become an integral 
part of the educational program in prac- 
tically all counties of the state. Scholastic 





credit is given in the seventh and eighth 
grade final examinations in the leading coun- 
ties. In some places the reading of four 
books is required for promotion to the next 
higher grade. These reading activities all 
bear evidence of the importance and value 
of the reading habit—that it should be 
formed as early in the grades as possible— 
and that choice books only should be selected 
for such use. Directed reading provides a 
background of culture and information into 
which all subsequent learning fits, at the 
same time making the learning process more 
interesting. It brings joy into the lives ot 
the children and improves the morale of the 
school as a whole. It is an important factor 
in the solution of the leisure time problem. 

A number of city schools have been con- 
tant patrons of the Pupils Reading Circle 
for several years. Among these are Gales- 
burg, Canton, East St. Louis, Streator, Cen- 
tralia, Lincoln, Watseka, and others. Clin- 
ton set a fine example this year by securing 
a complete course of reading for each one of 
its four grade schools. We recommend this 
plan to other cities when library accessions 
are made. 


Since the Illinois Pupils Reading Circle 
is operated under the auspices of the State 
Teachers Association, we urge all its mem- 
bers to support the Circle to the end that 
there will be a wider distribution of good 
books and a corresponding increase of read- 
ing opportunities. 

We thank all patrons and friends of the 
Circle for their support. 

Respectfully submitted, 
T. A. Simpson, President, 
W. S. Boorn, 
W. R. Foster, 
Erne. B. Hartman, 
R. V. Jorpan, 
E. W. Powers, 
Cora B. Ryman, 
Board of Directors. 
D. F. Nicxois, Secretary-Manager, 


Report of Manager of Illinois Pupils Reading Circle 
for Year Ending June 30, 1932 


To the Board of Directors: 


I herewith submit the following report of moneys received and disbursed by me during 
the year, together with book sales by counties throughout the State: 
Balance of Cash Available for Use, July 1, 1931, as per Audit 


Report 


$2,651.68 


Cash Receipts 


Sale of Books and Diplomas by Cash____--- 
Sale of Books and Diplomas by Stamps___-_- 
Time Certificates of Deposit Cashed_______- 
U. S. Liberty Bonds Sold__....--____----__ 


Interest and Premiums on Time Certificates of Deposit and U. S. 


OS ae Aa ee ee 
Discounts and Rebates Received__...______ 
EO SE L 
Miscellaneous Income .........-_....----_ 


LU dg ee ee 
Purchase of Diplomas and Seals___________- 
OR a a 
Freight, Express and Drayage_-_--.--.~---- 
Wrapping and Office Supplies____._..___-_- 
Fe ee 
Refunds, Returned Checks and School Orders 
Bee Es cindcitaddtceebicinbicnins 


59,318.08 


ae ee $61,969.76 
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ee 
Telephone and Telegraph_-.---------------- 
Time Certificate of Deposit-.........------- 
ee 
Salary of Menaget....---.-----~~-------==- 
Salaries of Other Employees__.........----- 
Traveling Expense of Manager_------------- 
Board Meeting .Expense__..-.-..----------- 
Re IGS hnece ddr nneessneepanper 
Ps FE icctcdidsecnescdonden 
Maintenance and Repairs__....--.---------- 
Miscellaneous Expenditures .......-..------ 


Total Disbursements .......-.......------ 


Balance of Cash in Bank Available for Use as 
OE BE I, Beibicttiicnecdstieetnmtnmmowens 


Total Cash Accounted for....-..--.------- 


Statement of Resources and Liabilities as of 


June 30, 1932 
RESOURCES 


a 
Time Certificate of Deposit-........--.----- 
Accounts Receivable for Books._.....--.----- 
Accounts Receivable for Diplomas and Seals_- 
Furniture and Fixtures..................... 


Sf Ee an a Gee! 


ae ae ae 


Respectfully submitted, 


D. F. NICKOLS, Secretary-Manager, 
Lincoln, Illinois. 


We certify that we have examined the books and rec- 
ords of the Illinois Pupils Reading Circle for the year 
ending June 30, 1932, and that the above reports and 
statements, showing cash receipts of $59,318.08, cash 
disbursements of $61,076.35, and net resources of 
$2,688.14, reflect the true and correct financial trans- 
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actions and resulting financial condition of your asso- to July 1, 1932 


ciation. 
Very truly yours, 


Fplnes 26 | 74 | 685 orl 795 wns 
28.47 \ 
4,000.00 434} 1030 \\ 
4,125.35 728 |T47 on We 
658.19 
510.89 476 | 298 525 )\\ 
70.00 7 
2.00 614 | 545 1310 419 
20.62 
61,076.35 636 ($581 188 |) 6) 
£3 273 (400 
893.41 re — 926 
$61,969.76 299 203 1479 269 1138 561 —wewer 
314 55 
142 _ 510 1036 | 9 
447 |o36 5 
 DemLAS EDean 
$ 993.41 
1402 16 | 257! pow] 1099 | $40 | 469 
567.74 62 699 414 
ar 614 236 
$ 2,688.14 ¢ 
— 76 2'@ | 278 | 12 
, . 140 228 
Illinois 513 (393/217 
$ 2,688.14 487 | 790 — 
1648 513 1 
155 174 | 738 =a 
mua 92 | 23 
Sales of Illinci 78 | 94 
Pupils Reading Civcle o¢ 1... 
Books numbcr 132 
of volumes in cack 225 | 124 | 190 
county from July 11931 —-4 — 
Total 59,062 @iél! 
Other States 91 39, 63 
GAUGER & DIEHL, Grand Total 59,153 


Certified Public Accountants. 


Mr. Dowell, a delegate from the 
Central Division, moved that the re- 
port as read be accepted and placed on 
file. The motion was seconded and 
carried by vote of the Representative 
Assembly. 






















































































The president announced that the 
next order of business was the report 
of the Committee on Larger District 
Unit; whereupon Chairman B. C. 
Moore of that committee read the fol- 
lowing: 


Report of the Committee on 
Larger District Unit 


Sprincrietp, Ittino1s, December 29, 1932. 
To the Delegate Body of the Illinois State 

Teachers Association: 

Last year the report of this committee was 
made by its chairman, Mr. Floyd T. Goodier. 
Two years ago it was made by Mr. E. O. 
It becomes my duty to make the re- 


May. 





port this year. I assume that this delegate 
body has clearly in mind the purpose of 
this committee and its work up to last year, 
and that the essence of these former reports 
is well remembered. 


Your committee on the Larger Unit was 
formed several years ago during the height 


of a prosperity wave and it is sti]! at work, 
but now, in the depths of a depression. 
Then, few except the members of our own 
association and those of some friendly organ- 
izations, would listen to a call for a reform 
in school organization. Today the situation 
is different. Tax reform is now the great 
question. No one denies that this appeal is 
a genuine one, but herein lies a possible 
danger to true school reform and to our 
Larger Unit bill. However, this same de- 
pression may prove a help to our program. 
The State Teachers Association through 
this, one of its working committees, sees to- 
day, as it saw a few years ago, the same need 
for a larger administrative school unit. This 
need exists for the same reason today that 
it did a few years ago, when the committee 
began its work. The need then and now is 
to create a larger common school district 
in order to secure more efficient school ad- 
ministration and to bring about a greater 
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equalization of educational opportunity. We 
desire a reorganization that will bring about 
a greater equality in teaching, in the length 
of the school term, in equipment, administra- 
tion and tax rate for those living within the 
same natural school unit. We desire a plan 
that will make it more sensible for the state 
to continue its effort through a state dis- 
tributive school fund to secure a greater 
equalization of educational opportunity, a 
plan that will stop the waste of school funds 
now given to more than five thousand small 
schools with an average attendance of fewer 
than fifteen. If economy means to get the 
greatest value for the money then ours is 
a program of economy. 

All the elements of this Larger Unit prob- 
lem were sensed by your committee from the 
beginning, but the most practical way of 
dealing with the problem was not so easy 
and has called for many hours of study. It 
is hoped that our plan will secure the ap- 
proval of the Association, of the General 
Assembly and of the people. 

Since our committee began its work eco- 
nomic conditions have greatly changed. The 
slogan of many now is “Save at any cost.” 
Our slogan is “Save, but save the schools at 
any cost.” There are rumblings today that 
are sure to bring a storm. The Fifty-eighth 
General Assembly will have to listen to 
many proposals for a reorganization of the 
school system. A number of such proposals 
are in the air or in the making. Some of 
these will surprise the friends of education 
and even the assembly and taxpayers. Most 
of them will center about some way of en- 
larging the administrative unit and doing 
away with the very small district. Some may 
propose the complete elimination of the high 
school district as such. Others may propose 
the elimination of all boards of education 
except a county school board. Others may 
propose the elimination of the office of coun- 
ty superintendent of schools. The General 
Assembly will hear a report of a commis- 
sion of its own creation on TAX REFORM. 
This commission will, as may be expected, 
center its attention around tax reform rather 
than school improvement. It can not report 
without giving much attention to the schools, 
since they are supported largely by direct 
taxes. There may be some drastic and harm- 
ful recommendations. 

Still, it may be that some of these recom- 
mendations may serve to clarify and improve 
the appeal of the proposals of the Larger 
Unit Committee. Our proposals are evolu- 
tionary and not revolutionary. There are 
always some values lost in a revolution. 
Ours is a plan for “Better Schools for Less 
Money.” Others may be, simply, “Less 
Money for Schools.” 

There is now a need for a program of 
economy, but true economy can be achieved 
in a larger school district as well or better 
than in a small one without doing violence 
to the school system. Fuel and equipment 
can be purchased to advantage in larger 
quantities. Teachers will teach for as little 
in a large district as they will in a small 
district. So, why can we not have an eco- 
nomic reorganization and economies within 
the organization? By reorganization let us 
increase the efficiency of the schools and 
save. The problem of the Larger Unit is 
just as vital today and just as desirable, and 
for just the same reasons, as it was several 
years ago! So, we hope that in our plan 
the General Assembly may not only see a 
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“way out” but also a “way on” and “up.” 
r We do not recommend doing away with 
the high school districts. We do not recom- 
mend doing away with the county superin- 
tendent’s office. We do not recommend an 
autocratic county board of education to dis- 
place all other school boards in the opera- 
tion of the individual districts. 

“ From the beginning, your committee has 
seen the problem of the Larger Unit in three 
phases. First: The need of a county board 
of education with limited powers, to study 
and recommend for the people’s approval 
tentative larger common school districts. 
Second: The whole question of district 
boundaries, including those of high school 
districts, to be lodged in this county board 
of education. Third: The state to assist 
and encourage the formation of these larger 
districts by state aid that will secure com- 
mensurate benefits. 

During the past year the committee has 
held several meetings. As a result of these 
meetings we have decided to recommend 
three bills instead of one. First: We rec- 
ommend a bill to create each county a coun- 
ty school district, with a County Board of 
Education to consist of five members. The 
members of this board are to serve without 
pay. They are to receive expenses only. 
They shall have limited powers. They are 
not to operate individual districts in lieu of 
the regular district boards. Duties may 
later be added to this board as a democratic 
and progressive people may see fit. This 
board, through the county unit is to render 
much general assistance to the various local 
boards. The number of such local boards 
would be reduced from nearly twelve thou- 
sand to twelve or fifteen hundred. This 
proposed county board is to take over all the 
duties of the school trustees with reference 
to the formation and boundary changes of 
school districts. The county treasurer is to 
be the treasurer of the county board of 
education. 

If opposition arises to the one-twentieth 
of one per cent for the expenses of the 
county board of education, the committee is 
prepared to make a change shifting this item 
to the county’s share of the distributable 
fund. It has been suggested that this money 
might be provided from that portion now 
retained by the county for collection, amount- 
ing in some cases to as much as three per 
cent. Since these amounts are allowed by 
law for collecting, such a plan would not 
seem feasible. In all relationships pertain- 
ing to the county superintendent of schools, 
except that of furnishing an office, the county 
board of education will take over all the 
duties now performed by the county board 
of supervisors or commissioners. 

Through the report of the committee last 
year you learned of the respectful attention 
given to our bill by the Fifty-seventh General 
Assembly. We expect this contact to be of 
some service when our new bills are in- 
troduced, even though the personnel of the 
assembly is greatly changed. 

The chairman of the committee told you 
a year ago that we would proceed along five 
lines during this year. FIRST: That we 
would study the county unit and the county 
board of education. This we have done and 
the bill is ready. SECOND: That we would 
study the question of transportation. A 
separate bill providing state aid for trans- 
portation and a bonus for abandoned school 
houses has been prepared. This bill calls 
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for state aid to the extent of one-half of the 
actual cost of transporting children living 
more than two miles from school, the same 
not to exceed fifteen dollars per child. The - 
reimbursement for abandoned school houses 
is to be one-half of the appraised value, the 
same not to exceed one thousand dollars. 
THIRD: You were told that our new bill 
would leave out the City of Chicago. This 
has been done. Several changes in the word- 
ing of the law were necessary to do this, but 
our expert research director was equal to 
the occasion. This was done by creating a 
second class of counties to include any hav- 
ing school districts of more than five hun- 
dred thousand population, that portion of 
the county exclusive of such districts to con- 
stitute a county school district. The city 
of Chicago will lose no state fund and will 
have no part or expenses in the maintenance 
of the county school district. This is right 
since no direct advantage could come to Chi- 
cago through the operation of the law. 
FOURTH:. You were told that we would 
study the question of assistants for the coun- 
ty superintendent. We have left this in the 
hands of the county board of education the 
same as it now rests with the county board 
of supervisors, with the injunction that they 
shall furnish all necessary assistants. You 
were also told that we would give more study 
to the question of high school boundaries. 
A bill covering this point has been framed. 
It is an amendment of section 9la of the 
present school law. It gives the county 
board of education full power to act on all 
petitions for the formation and change of 
boundaries of high school districts. The 
supreme court of Illinois has recently de- 
cided in a case from Tazewell county that 
action on a petition for change of boundaries 
is a ministerial duty and not a legislative 
one. It follows that a county board of edu- 
cation can be clothed with this power. We 
think the bill is constitutional. FIFTH: 
You were told that we would give more 
study to the question of state aid for en- 
larged districts. This we have done and 
the bill referred to has been prepared, giv- 
ing aid for transportation and a bonus for 
abandoned school houses. These are the two 
items most in favor in similar legislation in 
other states and both seemed fair to the 
committee. Transportation will equalize edu- 
cational opportunity. 

The Larger Unit bill takes about forty 
pages and the other two about four pages 
each. The details are all worked out in the 
bills, but of course are too numerous to men- 
tion in this report. The length of the bills 
is explained by the fact that so much of the 
old law had to be included and amended. 

The committee takes pleasure in acknowl- 
edging its debt to Mr. L. R. Grimm for 
his able and untiring efforts in all the work 
of the committee. Also, we gratefully ac- 
knowledge the help, work, and watchfulness 
of our secretary, Mr. R. C. Moore, and the 
State Department of Education, through its 
representative on the committee. We trust 
that the State of Illinois is ready for this 
forward movement. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Fioyp T. Goopter, 
E. O. May, 
W. F. Boyes, 
H. H. Scuroeper, 
T. A. Stmpson, 
B. C. Moore, Chairman. 
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Mr. Bright of the Lake Shore Divi- 
sion moved the acceptance of the re- 
port and the motion was seconded and 
carried by vote of the Representative 
Assembly. 

The president next called for the 
report of the Auditing Committee, 
whereupon Chairman E. N. Cassady of 
that committee read the following: 

SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS, 
December 28, 1932. 
Illinois State Teachers Association, 
Springfield, Illinois. 

We, your Auditing Committee, have com- 
pared the reports of the receipts and ex- 
penditures of the Association as submitted 
by the secretary, Mr. Robert C. Moore, and 
the treasurer, Mr. Charles McIntosh, in their 
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published reports, with those certified to by 
Gauger and Diehl, Certified Public Account- 
ants, Decatur, Illinois, in their original state- 
ment and find the same to be true. 

E. N. Cassapy, 

W. T. Fetts, 

Mina Mo.iMman, 

Auditing Committee. 


Mr. Cassady moved the adoption of 
the report which motion was seconded 
and carried by the vote of the Repre- 
sentative Assembly. 

The president then called for the 
report of the Committee on Appropri- 
ations and Miss A. Lulu Hill, chair- 
man of that committee presented the 
following: 


Budget for 1933, as Suggested by the Appropriations 


Committee 
Total Resources on hand Dec. 15, 1932, Cash... eee $13,285.72 
a Pee eee! EM oe ek 6,000.00 


Annual Dues (Estimated for 1933)... 
Advertising in the ILtrnors TEACHER. 
Other sources (interest, subscriptions, etc.) -.--.-----------eeeeeeeeeeeeennneeeeee es 


Total estimated resources, 1933... 


hate al aaSt Se setualan inl 
5,000.00 
500.00 


abeitsielbah tt Sabibaatiacadasinadictlddinbeitaad $59,785.72 


GENERAL FUND APPROPRIATIONS 














| Appropria- 
Appro- | Expended | Balance | tion Pro- 
Number and Purpose priated 1932 Left posed for 
| 1932 1932 1933 
1 i 3 3 4 5 
1 Inamnors Teacuer............| $8,000.00] $7,891.21|$ 108.79 |$ 14,000 
2 Salary of Secretary... 7,583.33] 7,374.99 208 .34 6,000 
3 Salary of Treasurer... 2,300.00; 2,300.00 0. 1,100 
4 Salary Dir. of Research 4,800.00) 4,675.00 125.00 4,500 
5 Salary Asst. Editor. 2,000.00) 1,958.33 41.67 1,875 
6 Salary Research Asst... 1,800.00} 1,800.00 0. 1,675 
7 Part time Stenographer. 500.00 306.75 193.25 400 
8 Expense Board of Dir.. 500.00 323 .67 176.33 500 
9 Legislative Committee 1,500.00 386.72 


10 Other Committees... 
11 Expense of Secretary. 


800.00 796.13 3 
800.00 653 .03 146.97 750 


1,113.28 2,500 
3.87 800 


12 Off. supplies and printing 750.00 765.81); — 15.81 850 
13 Office Equipment... ' 1,000.00 38.56) 961.44 250 
14 Expense of Treasurer... 300.00 122.16} 177.84 200 
15 Research and Statistics 1,200.00 202.44; 997.56 750 
16 N.E. A. Affiliation... 100.00 100.00 0. 100 
17 N. E. A. Director... 500.00 500.00 0. 400 
18 N.E. A. Delegates... 2,000.00) 1,740.00 260.00 1,000 














19 Contingencies... 3,000.00) 2,597.52 402.48 500 
20 Annual meeting... 2,000.00) 1,670.94 329.06 2,000 
21 Bills payable. 1,000.00/ 202.42) 797.58 500 
22 Publicity......... elie cahcdete 1,000.00 273.00 727.00 1,000 
23 Janitor and maintenance 1,800.00) 1,246.82 553.18 1,600 
24 Repairs and Upkeep.. 200.00 17.42 182.58 300 
25 Taxes and Insurance 300.00 59.88 240.12 200 
PM ie A. ae ni ghd A eae! Rian Tinton 
TOTALS.. $45 , 733. 33'$38, 002. 80/$7,730.53 |$ 43,750 





The appropriations committee recommends that the Board of Directors be em- 
powered to make such expenditures as they deem necessary to help entertain the 
meeting of the N. E. A. to be held in Chicago next July. 


Miss Hill moved the adoption of the 
report and the motion was seconded 
by a delegate. Then followed many 


questions and answers in regard to 
several items in this report and quite 


a general discussion of some of its 
features. 

However, after this long discussion, 
the president put the motion to adopt, 
which motion was carried by.a vote 
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of the Representative Assembly. 

President Skiles then called to the 
chair Vice-President W. B. Jeffries, 
who took the chair and called for the 
report of the Board of Directors. Mr. 
Skiles, president of the board, made 
the following report: 


Report of 
Board of 


Directors 


Since the official acts of the Board of Di- 
rectors are recorded in full in the minutes 
as printed in the Ittrnots TEACHER, there is 
no need for a detailed statement here. 
There are, however, a few important things 
that confronted the Board during the year 
that should be mentioned. The question of 
re-districting certain sections in the state 
was referred to the Board of Directors for 
their consideration. On several occasions 
they heard the arguments pro and con from 
these different groups. Since there seemed 
to be no logical solution, a special Commit- 
tee, consisting of the Presidents of the sec- 
tions concerned, was appointed to make a 
thorough survey and report to the Board with 
its recommendations. In due time they made 
their report, which was to the effect that 
although there was still some dissatisfaction 
on the part of some members, it seemed to 
be best for these sections to remain as they 
are. The Board decided to take no further 
action. 

The publishing of the Ittrnoris TEACHER 
called for considerable attention. The Hart- 
man Printing Company, who printed the 
magazine for a number of years, put in a 
claim for more compensation than their con- 
tract called for. The Board, after securing 
legal advice, did not allow their claim. The 
contract for the printing of the IL.rNors 
TEACHER this year was let to Kable Brothers 
Company at Mount Morris. It was necessary 
for the Association to secure the advertising. 
Owing to the depression, there has been a 
serious decrease in the amount of advertis- 
ing obtainable. This item has caused con- 
siderable difficulty and will probably con- 
tinue to do so for some time. 

The Chairman wishes to express his sincere 
appreciation to each member of the Board 
and to all of the Committees of the Associa- 
tion who have worked so ardently for the 
welfare of the organization. He wishes espe- 
cially to call attention to the untiring efforts 
of the Secretary and editor of the ILLINors 
TeacHer. With his assistant, he has done 
a piece of work of which any organization 
could be proud. The Research Director and 
his assistant have furnished information to 
many committees and deserve the highest 
commendation. We are exceedingly for- 
tunate in having here at Springfield a group 
of men and women who day after day carry 
on the vital work of the Association. 

J. R. Skies, Chairman. 


Mr. Skiles moved the adoption of 
the report, which motion was seconded 
and carried by vote of the Representa- 
tive Assembly. 

(Continued on page 188) 
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February, 1933 THE 
Editorial 


(Continued from page 165) 


sary to meet a real crisis, every teacher in the state should 
enroll in the Illinois State Teachers Association. 


Encouraging Expressions 

® FOR the encouragement of our readers, we quote below 
recent expressions of two men who are just now quite in- 

fluential in public affairs. 

At the opening of the Conference on the Crisis in Edu- 
cation, held in Washington, January 5, President Hoover 
said: 

Our nation faces the acute responsibility of providing a right-of- 
way for the American child. In spite of our economic, social, and 
governmental difficulties, our future citizens must be built up now. 
We may delay other problems but we cannot delay the day by day 
care and instruction of our children. : 

Our governmental forces have grown unevenly and along with 
our astounding national development. We are now forced to make 
decisions on the merits of the various expenditures. ‘But in the 
rigid governmental economies that are requisite everywhere we 
must not encroach upon the schools or reduce the opportunity of 
the child through the school to develop adequate citizenship. There 
is no safety for our republic without the education of our youth. 
That is the first charge upon all citizens and local governments. 

I have confidence that with adequate reduction of expenditures 
there can be ample amounts obtained from reasonable taxation to 
keep our school system intact and a agg satisfactorily. Those 
in charge of the schools must be willing to face conditions as they 
are, to cooperate in discarding all unnecessary expenditures, to 
analyze all procedures, and to carry forward on a solid basis of 
economy. But the schools must be carried on. 


At the same conference, Mr. Louis Johnson, National 
Commander of the American Legion, said: 


The creed of the American Legion on education can be summar- 
ized in these words: Proper education builds character and ideals, 
which are the first requisites of good citizenship. 

The support of our schools, both financially and in spirit, is as 
important to the future welfare of our nation as the maintenance 
and safeguarding of American institutions in other ways. I am es- 
pecially mindful of the high and purposeful aims that actuate the 
great body of our teachers in training our young people to become 
true and loyal American citizens. Every American should deeply 
appreciate the sacrifices which too often these teachers are called 
upon to make. 

In this time of economic distress, it is particularly important that 
full support be given the education of our children, which in many 
ways, is as necessary for the future progress of our country as the 
care of their health, which likewise is a dificult problem in many 
families and communities at this time. A healthy body is inducive 
of a healthy mind, but it is also true that a healthy body without 
an educated mind will be unable to assume its rightful responsi- 
bilities of citizenship. 


According to the New York Times of February 6, Sec- 
retary Wilbur at the same conference advocated the di- 
version to the school funds of large amounts of highway 
funds. “Let us have fewer miles of highway, if neces- 
sary to have more schools for our children. Let us chal- 
lenge these expenditures for highways and take a billion 
of that money for schools.” A federal sales tax on manu- 
factures to be distributed to the states on the basis of the 
number of children enrolled was proposed by Dr. W. J. 





ay 


The capacity of receiving 
pleasure from common 
things is one of the secrets 
of a happy life. 
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The postman who brings you 


BILLS 


can bring you +300 
or less to pay them 


Did the postman’s ring on the first 
of this month mean bills that you 
could not pay? 

If you will fill out and mail the 
coupon on the bottom of this mes- 
sage, that same postman can bring 
you the means of clearing up all your old debts 
within the next few days. 

You can borrow $300 or less entirely by mail 
under the special Household Loan Plan for 
School Teachers. Only your signature is re- 
quired. School executives, friends, or trades- 
people are not informed. 

You get the entire amount of your loan in 
cash. Up to 20 months are allowed for repay- 
ment—and you are charged only for the actual 
number of days each dollar is kept. The cost is 
as low as Household’s tremendous volume and 
efficient management can make it. 

You are invited to investigate. There is not 
the slightest obligation when you inquire by 
visit, ‘phone, or coupon. 


HOUSEHOLD 


FINANCE CORPORATION 
ILLINOIS OFFICES 
CHICAGO— 14th Floor 105 W. Madison Street 





a hy a Floor — JOLIET—2nd Floor, Morris Building 
irst ational Bank ullding MO) = 
AURORA—4th Floor ith Aveoe Building 
Mercantile Block PEORIA—3rd Floo: 
BLOOMINGTON—3rd Floor idhenan belbdien 
Durley Buildi 
CHAMPAIGN—4th Floor ROCKFORD—2nd Floor, 
Lincoln Building Rockford National Bank Building 
DECATUR—4th Floor ROCK ISLAND—4th Floor 
Citizens Building Safety Building 
FREEPORT—3rd Floor SPRINGFIELD—Room 1004, 
Tarbox Building 10th Floor, Myers Building 
GALESBURG—3rd Floor WAUKEGAN—3rd Floor 
Hill Arcade Building Waukegan National Bank Building 





POSSE RES OEE EEEEEEEEEEESEEES SESEEEEESEEEESER EEE EE EEE EEE 


FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 
Home Phone er 
Amount I wish to borrow $ 
I teach at.......... ‘ ts 
It is understood this inquiry does not obligate me to borrow or put me tq any expense 
A 


Bey ey Oe OA isin tin 
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UNIT 
PLAN 


IN READING 
FOR GRADES 4-8 





“ELSON BASIC READERS 


By William H. Elson and William S. Graw 


The Elson Basic offers more than the 
service expected of a good middle- 
grade reader—it provides a plan for 
organizing each year's reading course 
around significant thought units. 


Write for detailed information regard- 
ing the Unit Plan of organizing middle 
grade reading. 





SCOTT, FORESMAN and COMPANY 
623 South Wabash Avenue Chicago 
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JACKSON BLVD..DEARBORN 
& QUINCY STS. 


CHICAGO 











for 
teachers 


in Chicago for business 
or recreation—who like 
to stay “in the midst of things.” 


Headquarters 


of Service Bureau of State Teach- 
ers’ Associations. 


New 
Low Rates 
ROOMS $2.50 Up 


Rous $3.50 Up 


Parlor suites at equally 
attractive prices. 


400 Rooms 400 Baths 





Enjoy spacious accommodations 
and gracious hospitality at the 
Great Northern Hotel in the 
heart of Chicago’s “loop.” 


“Fixed Price’? Meals 


Coffee Shop 


Grill Room 
Breakfast- - - - 35c ‘Samed for fine cuisine” 
Luncheon - - - 50c 


Luncheon - - - 75¢ 
Dinner - - - - 85c 


Dinner - - - + $1 
Fountain Room 
Luncheon - - - 35¢ 
A la carte service at sensible prices. 
Private dining rooms available for luncheons, 
dinners, banquets, meetings. 
EARL L. THORNTON, 
Vice President and Manager 
Garage opposite Quincy Street entrance 
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Cooper, U. S. Commissioner of Education. Secretary 
Frank Morrison of the American Federation of Labor ad- 
vocated loans at low rates of interest, secured by school 
properties, by the Reconstruction Finance Corporation. 
So it seems that many people besides teachers are studying 
our problems and suggesting solutions. 


ROBERT C. MOORE. 





A Campaign to Save the Schools 

Statement of the plan formulated by the board of di- 
rectors of the I. S. T. A. to arouse the citizenry of the 
State to the crisis facing public education and to enlist 
more general support for public education. 


PART I—AIMS OR OBJECTIVES 

1. To mobilize the teachers and all other friends of education 
in a campaign to SAVE THE SCHOOLS. 

2. To inform and arouse the citizens of the state concerning 
the present crisis in education. 

3. To resell the public schools of the state, from Kindergarten 
through the University, to the people of the state. 

4. To counteract all reactionary movements and forces that tend 
to impair the efficiency of the present public school program. 

5. To point out other sources of revenue that may be tapped for 
the support of the schools in lieu of the present overload of taxa- 
tion on real estate. 

6. To sponsor, have introduced, and secure the passage of bills 
during the present session of the General Assembly that will relieve 
real estate of its overload of taxation, and at the same time provide 
the necessary funds for the support of the schools. 

7. To secure the aid and active co-operation of all groups and 
organizations that are or may become interested in this program 


to SAVE THE SCHOOLS. 


PART II—METHODS OF PROCEDURE 
1. Endorse and urge the immediate calling of a Governor’s Con- 
ference on the Crisis in Education as proposed in the Governor's 
inaugural address. 
2. Employ expert advice on tax matters. 
3. Make and carry out publicity plans: 

a. Gather, select, and prepare proper material bearing upon 
the situation. (Facts concerning forced retrenchments 
in various communities.) 

b. Publish pamphlets, news stories, posters, circulars, etc., for 
use throughout the state. 

c. Mobilize speakers for service at meetings of Parent-Teacher 
Associations, Labor Unions, Farmers’ Institutes, Teach- 
ers’ Institutes, Division Meetings, etc., etc. 

d. Plan and stage school parades, demonstrations, schcol ex- 
hibits, etc., where advisable. 

4. How Financed: 

a. State Association, $2,000. 

b. Divisions, contributions at $0.25 per member, about $8,000. 
5. Organization, or Machinery: 

a. State executive committee of three, N. M. Mason, Chairman, 
A. L. Whittenberg, Robert C. Moore. 

b. Division officers, president, executive committee, secretary, 

and three local members of state committees. 

County superintendents. 

City superintendents. 

High-school principals. 

Leaders of local teacher groups. 

College and University faculties. 

These should contact and enlist in the campaign Parent- 
Teacher members, School Board members, Service Clubs, 
Woman’s Clubs, American Legion Posts, Farmer Or- 
ganizations, Labor Organizations, etc. 

6. There should be immediate action by the local Division offi- 
cers and emergency meetings called within 30 days. 


This should be considered notice to all local leaders 
named in 5 above to begin at once to build up a local 
organization for the campaign under the leadership of the 
division officers, and in each county under the leadership 
of a volunteer committee of c, d, and e under 5 above. 


ROBERT C. MOORE. 
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The Equalization Factor 


(Continued from page 163) 


Budget Claims and Size of 
Schools 
Another phase of the study aimed to 


determine whether or not the counties 
which made the greater claim for spe- 
cial equalization aid contained a 
larger number of schools having a 
small average daily attendance of 
pupils than the number of those coun- 
ties which made claims of lesser 
amounts for the same purpose. 

There were 1512 elementary school 
districts in the twelve selected coun- 
ties for the school year ending June, 
1928. Of these, 247 had less than nine 
pupils in average daily attendance, a 
percentage of 16.34. Furthermore, 
the number and the percentage of 
such schools in the counties represent- 
ing the two lower and poorer groups 
are, with the exception of Fulton 
County, less than for the two upper 
and wealthier groups. Fulton Coun- 
ty is located well above the middle of 
the state, and it reflects the practice 
of neighboring counties in providing 
many small school districts. It is 
significant that Marshall County in 
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TABLE II 
Percentage of Districts levying $1.00 per “—- of full assessed valuation and percent- 
poaed districts claiming special equalization aid for twelve selected counties for the 1928 
et. 
Percentage of Districts* 
Levying Claiming 
Counties $1.00 rate Special Aid 

ESE EE 6.25 1.25 

eer eeeeereeeeng (a a 

oo SS eh 11.76 1.76 

BE itswcoonntibesininds 9.62 3.85 

Se nee 18.75 8.75 

|: Sa 1.06 1.06 

0 EE eas 34.62 21.79 

I eral ath in cecmenbciaenigin 30.21 17.71 

ee a ee 37.93 24.83 

BIND fc dhnditininisemementininti 49.64 39.57 

eS 85.39 64.04 

pe ee en oe 25.13 14.68 











*District reports. 


the northern part of the state had 
28.75 per cent of such small schools, 
while Jefferson County in the south- 
ern part of the state had only 9.63 
per cent, despite the fact that the lat- 
ter county had nearly double the num- 
ber of school districts in the former 
county. 


Conclusions 


This study seems to warrant the 
following conclusions: (1) that the 


larger claims for special equalization 
aid for the 1928 budget were made by 
counties representative of the two 
lower and poorer groups of counties, 
largely located in the southern half of 
the state; (2) that the same groups 
experienced the greater reduction in 
the amounts of special equalization aid 
claimed; (3) that these groups made 
the greater effort as measured by the 
percentage of districts levying one 
per cent of full assessed valuation for 





An A-C-I-I-V-I-I-I-E-S 
Geography Series 


The World and Its People (4th Grade) 
Our Country and American Neighbors (5th Grade) 
Our Neighbors Across the Sea (6th Grade) 
The United States in the Modern World (7th Grade) 


Richard Elwood Dodge, Earl Emmett Lackey 
and W. R. McConnell, Authors 





A new and modern presentation of geography materials 
incorporating fascinating ACTIVITIES that provide 
things to do and learn . . . tests, questions, story-telling 
contests and problems. Meaningful Type-Studies and 
delightful, imaginative journeys stimulate pupil thought, 
make teaching far more effective. PICTURES with 
descriptive legends which ask questions, tell stories, 
amplify the text. A really unusual Geography Series 
you should know more about. Send the coupon for all 
the interesting facts. 


RAND McNALLY & COMPANY 
Dept. IG 2, 536 S. Clark Street, Chicago 


Send me, without obligation, complete information about your 
New Geography Series 





School Position 











You Aren’t Half as Sick When You’re Sick 


Under the T. C. U. Umbrella 


That’s what a Teacher writes—Miss Ellen Richardson of 
Jacksonville, Fla.: “Illness doesn’t make you half as sick when 
all the worry is taken out with a T. C. U. policy. You pay 
your ‘bills promptly, for you receive your T. C. U. benefit as 
soon as application is filed.” 

Everybody's doing it now—joining the “Don’t Worry” Club 
by letting the T. C. U. share the risk of loss of income by rea- 
son of Accident, Sickness and Quarantine. Always the sensible 
course, it has now become the popular one. 

Just sign your name and address in the coupon, tear off and 
mail for complete information. It will place you under no obli- 
gation. 


TEACHERS CASUALTY UNDERWRITERS 
923 T.C.U. Bidg. Lincoln, Nebr. 


| To the T. C. U., 923 T. C. U. Bldg., Lincoln, Nebr. | 
I am interested in knowing about your Protective Benefits. Send | 

me the whole story and booklet of testimonials. 
| Name ..... PO ae... Sneak a oa | 
| Address naib tt 
L (This. “coupon "places ‘the sender under no “obligation.) ie 





CONTINENTAL DIVIDE- Seen on Student Tours 


UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO, in the 
| foothills of the Rockies, offers you 





unsurpassed opportunities for com- 
bining summer study with recreation. 
Organized hikes and week-end outings; 
visits to glaciers; automobile excursions 
to Rocky Mountain National Park;moun- 
tain climbing; in camp maintained 
forsummer students. Altitude of one mile, 
within sight of perpetual snow,gives unex- 
celled climate «stimulating atmosphere. 


First Term, June 19 to July 22 
Second Term, July 24 to Aug.25 


Courses in Arts and Sciences, Medicine, 
Law,Education,Business Administration, 
Journalism,Art,and Music. Field courses 
in Geology and Biology.MaisonFrancaise, 
Casa Espanola. University Theater with 
special instruction in Dramatic Produc- 
tion. Many special courses for teachers, 
supervisors and administrators. Special 
opportunities for graduate work in all 
departments. Excellent library; labora- 
tories. Organ recitalsand public lectures. 


Vacation Railroad Rates 
Boulder Common Point from 
Eastern States 





University of Colorado 
Boulder, Colorado 


SEND TODAY for Complete Information 

















| | 
| Dean of the SUMMER QUARTER (DEPT.O) 
| University of Colo , Boulder, Colo. 

| Please send me the bulletins checked below : | 
! Ss Quarter Catal | 
| Summer Recreation Bulletin—— 

Field Courses in Geology and Biology—— | 
| Graduate School Bulleti 
| NAME l 

Street and No. | 
City and State. ! 
h ascoeenienialeienianaamimanetinaaineeeemen ced 












Foremost Conducted Tours 
250 to choose from. 
26,000 Satisfied Clients. 
Small Parties. First Class 
Hotels. More motor travel. 
All expenses land and sea. 

SENO FOR BOOK 

COLLEGE TRAVEL CLUB 

333 N. Mich. Ave., Chicago. 
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+ SUPERVISED STUDY 
INDIVIDUAL TUTORING 
*1DE€AL ENVIRONMENT 
FOR LANGUAGE STUDY 


‘Invenestinc Trave. § 
THE OPEN ROAD : Inc. 


| * 36 Wesr Foary Piern Sraeer- New Youn City + 
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educational purposes; (4) that the 
same groups contained fewer small 
schools of less than nine pupils than 
the upper two groups, and (5) that 
such needy districts did not receive 
their full claims for equalization aid’. 





2In a previous article evidence was produced to 
show that the special equalization claims should be 
paid in full and the rest of the fund distributed on 
the weighted pupil basis. Furthermore, the amounts 
involved indicate that the present plan fails to ac- 
complish its purpose, while the suggested change 
would carry out the intent of the special equalization 
aid provision. 





Proceedings of 79th 
Annual Meeting 
(Continued from page 184) 


Mr. Jeffries then turned the gavel 
back to President Skiles who recog- 
nized Mrs. Armbruster, delegate from 
the Chicago Division. Mrs. Arm- 
bruster presented a beautiful bouquet 
of flowers to Mrs. Preble as a compli- 
ment to her long service in organiza- 
tion work and in recognition of her 
election as president of the Depart- 
ment of Classroom Teachers of the 
N. E. A. and president of the Illinois 
State Teachers Association for the 
coming year. 

Mrs. Preble responded with a few 
well chosen words in which she 
pledged her continued loyalty and ac- 
tivity in the organization work and 
said she could not fail to succeed 
with such support and co-operation as 
she had from the Chicago Division 
and the Illinois teachers in general. 

Mr. Lee, a delegate from the Chi- 
cago Division, moved that the Repre- 
sentative Assembly recommend to the 
consideration of the Board of Direc- 
ors the publication in the ILLINOIS 
TEACHER of the address by Mr. Karl 
E. Guenther. This motion was sec- 
onded and carried by vote of the 
Representative Assembly. 

It was then moved by a delegate that 
the secretary be instructed to write a 
letter of sympathy and condolence to 
the families of the miners at Mowea- 
qua who had recently lost their lives 
in the mine accident there, and further 
that the Illinois State Teachers Asso- 
ciation send $100 to the mayor of Mo- 
weaqua to be paid into the relief 
fund for such families. After a brief 
discussion this motion was seconded 
and carried by unanimous vote of the 
Representative Assembly. The secre- 
tary on the next day sent the letter of 
sympathy and condolence and wrote 
an order on the treasurer for the 
$100 contributed. 


There being no further business be- 
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fore the Representative Assembly, the 
79th annual meeting of the Illinois 
State Teachers Association was ad- 
journed sine die, at 11:30 o’clock a. m. 

R. C. Moore, Secretary. 





County Superintendents Sec- 
tion |. S. T. A. 


® THE County Superintendents Sec- 

tion of the Illinois State Teachers 
Association met in the Centennial 
Building in the afternoon of Tuesday, 
December 27 and proceeded to attend 
to the business before the Section. 
State Superintendent Blair presided 
and on January 3, 1933, made the fol- 
lowing report to the secretary of the 


I. S. T. A.: 
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS, 
January 3, 1933. 
Mr. Robert C. Moore, Secretary I. S. T. A., 
Carlinville, Illinois. 


Dear Mr. Moore: 


I want to report the action of the County 
Superintendents Section. The Northern Sec- 
tion nominated County Superintendent W. R. 
Foster as a member of the Pupils Reading 
Circle Board, County Superintendent W. F. 
Boyes as a member of the Teachers Reading 
Circle, County Superintendent W. E. Richi- 
son as a member of the State Spelling Con- 
test Committee. 

The Central Section nominated County 
Superintendent Walter E. Buck as a member 
of the Teachers Reading Circle Board, Coun- 
ty Superintendent E. H. Lukenbill as a 
member of the State Examining Board, 
County Superintendent William H. Green as 
a member of the State Spelling Contest 
Committee. 

The Southern Section nominated County 
Superintendent J. T. Timberlake as a mem- 
ber of the Teachers Reading Circle Board, 
County Superintendent R. M. Ring as a 
member of the State Spelling Contest Com- 
mittee. 

On motion the members of the State Spell- 
ing Contest Committee were to cast lots to 
determine which would serve for one year, 
which for two years, and which for three 
years. Mr. Richison serves for one year, 
Mr. Green for two years, and Mr. Ring for 
three years. Mr. Richison was made chair- 
man of the committee. 

Yours sincerely, 
F. G. Bratr, 
Superintendent. 





Books Received 


AMERICAN BOOK COMPANY, 330 East 
22nd Street, Chicago: 

Creative Writing of Verse: A Construc- 
tive Study of Poetry, by H. Augustus Miller, 
Jr., Assistant Principal and Head of English 
Dept., Petersburg (Va.) High School. “Why, 
of all things, teach versification?” the author 
voices the query in the Introduction, and 
answers it with: Versification should prove 
a distinct aid in the teaching of appreciation; 
preparation for life (the summum bonum of 
the schoolmaster’s calling) includes the 


(Continued on page 191) 
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Meetings of 


Board of Directors 


‘ @ THE Board of Directors of the Illinois A N F A Ss + i C ! f Pp T @) 
- m. State Teachers Association met at the 


ary. Abraham Lincoln Hotel in Springfield at (ne Sa RRR SE 








10:00 a. m. on Tuesday, December 27, pur- 
suant to a call by the president. There were 
ec- present President J. R. Skiles, and Directors 
Mrs. F. Blanche Preble, N. M. Mason, and 
A. Lulu Hill; also Treasurer Charles Mc- 















































Sec- Intosh and Secretary R. C. Moore. 

hers The Board first discussed the program of Se 2S SSS Se eee8 ea = 
nial the State meeting to begin that evening and 0 AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF EDUCATIONAL TRAVEL iJ 
dav. the problem of administering the affairs ot 350 No. Michigan Ave., Chicago, Il. e 
ai d the Association. oe = me the L- ees of Rengent ene 

ion. A letter from Miss Dew Dailey containing a os ae Saw E 
: a bill for $25 to continue the membership of I plan to sail about 

ded the Illinois State Teachers Association in the E 
fol- [Illinois Women’s Joint Legislative Council rt 5 Home i 
the was read by the secretary. The Board voted Address 

to continue our affiliation with the Council THE AMERICAN E D-2 | 

and the bill for $25 dues was ordered paid. INSTITUTE IS (aie eet Pao i. eee eg. et | 
33. The secretary read a letter from Miss Jane worn OF Get your material together; send that cou now! These 
4, McMillan of Decatur who represented the THE LARGEST, booklets cover the entire field — University Tours under emi- 

Illinois Congress of Parents and Teachers THE MOST FAMOUS nent educational leaders; Popular Tours conducted by expert 

and asked that a committee of the Illinois TRAVEL ORGAN- members of our own staff. An amazing variety of itineraries 

State Teachers Association be appointed to IZATION IN THE — some general, some with special stress on Literature, Art, 
unty act jointly with a committee of the Illinois WORLD! History or Political Economy. One of them is sure to include 
Sec- Congress of Parents and Teachers. The just the places you most want to see. Get these books and 
V. R. purpose of the joint committee is in general * make your choice early! 
ding to promote a co-operation of the two organ- 
rh izations in the study and solution of educae AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF EDUCATIONAL TRAVEL 
ding tional problems in Illinois. The Board voted 6 
ichi- to appoint three members of the State Teach- THOS COOK & SON oneem WAGONS LITS INC 
Con- ers Association as members of this joint * = e 

committee. The appointments made were Chief American Office: 587 Fifth Avenue, New York 

unty Floyd T. Goodier, Chicago Heights; Mrs. 
mber Bertha S. Armbruster, River Forest; and bi ee 
aun- Frank Eversull, East St. Louis. 
ad The secretary brought up the matter of 
Me printing the Illinois Public School Catechism 
se which had been prepared in manuscript form PAU L YATES 

and was ready to go to the printer. The The Yates-Fisher Teachers’ Agency 
yunty Board decided to refer this matter to the 27th Year ae ee Dept. I 
nem- Board elected for 1933. The secretary read If you do not secure a position through your college or through some local influence you 
oard, several bills he had received and they were are not likely to secure a ee ee ee a first-class teachers’ agency. 
as a all allowed by the Board as read. These bills ‘ 

Com- have since been paid by orders Nos. 1 to 19. 
spell- The secretary reported that he had re- 
ste ceived from Herndon & Stevens, Attorneys ALBE RT ¢tth YEAR— The Worlds Fair and the N. E. A. 

i i ini ice i . i icago this season pla in strategic i- 
year, » Sen my > pay ence ~ nt os TEACHERS AGENCY iso rs nid neemiies a pate: bod ‘te guainn Io. 
three gurd to tho bil of the Honmen Printing cated. Public School, College, and Teachers’ Col- 
year, Company for extra compensation for printing 25 E. — Bivd., lege officials from Gasp will visit Chicago 
g for the Iturnors TeacHer. The opinion stated 535-seh ange? y and also our office to complete their teaching 
hair- that the Illinois State Teachers Association 415 Hyde Bidg., Spokane staffs. Send for booklet today. 

had already fulfilled its part of the contract 

and that no additional compensation is due. 

. There being no further business the Board 
- adjourned to meet immediately after the TEACHERS OUR SERVICE IS NATIONWIDE 

adjournment of the Representative Assembly 2 4 

on Thursday, December 29. AGENCY Hf, ICAGO 
East The Board of Directors of the I. S. T. A. 

met in the Centennial Building on Thureday, | Pepwisreet memes tortie Aurel cray caer, © siestintenty Ou, vat ites peer 
truc- December 29 at 11:30 a. m. The secretary cal education and home economics are on our list. Write for information. Address 835 Steger Bldg., Chicago, Il. 
‘iller, announced that the term of the treasurer 
glish expired on December 31, 1932. A motion 
Why, was made seconded and carried that Mr. STAGE EQUIPMENT WANT A STEADY JOB? 


uthor Charles McIntosh be appointed treasurer for $1,260 to $3,400 a Year 
_ the year 1933 at a salary of $1000 for the EEE INS Do you want a steady-for-life job with the United 


7 . . - * States Government? Teachers have a big advan- 
year, payable in monthly installments. cenic os jem Rammer 5m IME. pn yp AD Ry a 
dreds future appointments. These have big pay, 





tion; . f 
m of There being - further business before the TLFFIN,OHIO short hours and pleasant work. Write immedi- 
the Board, the meeting was adjourned sine die. - TRADE MARK ately to Franklin Institute, Dept. G238, Rochester, 








Catalog Upon Request N. Y., for free list of positions for teachers, and 


s MOORE, Secretary full particulars telling you how to get them. 











3 jects. 


via Panama Canal 


CALIFORNIA 
w#dNEW YORK 


Book for one of the palatial new Grace liners! . . . 
next sailings Feb. 17 and Mar.3 from New York; 
Feb. 17 and Mar. 17 from San Francisco. Or for 
any fortnightly sailing of the popular, thrifty Grace 
Cabin Class liners from New York, San Francisco 
or Los Angeles. 

You go by rail from your home to either coast. 
Then Grace Line to the opposite coast, visiting en 
route the sunny friendly countries which abound 
with inspiration and endless material for lecture or 
study ... Havana, Panama, Costa Rica, El Salva- 
dor, Guatemala, Mexico, and Colombia. Then re- 
turn home again by rail. Rates are extremely 
attractive. Consult local travel agent, or Grace Line. 

Chicago: 230 N. Michigan Avenue; New York: 





EFUROPE.: 11.5. 


-including steamship fare 


Escorted tours with interesting itineraries ex- 
pertly and economically planned. Join a congenial 
group this summer and enjoy carefree travel! 
There are 52 “AMEXTOURS” from which you 
can choose. They range from a 24-day tour at $266, 
to a 76-day tour at $745. Between these extremes 
is an average trip taking 42 days and costing $452. 
Arrangements are flexible; you can stay longer if 
you wish. The sightseeing is comprehensive and 
the accommodations everywhere are comfortable 
and pleasant. 

Send (AMERICAN EXPRESS 


for Travel Service 
Literature’ 79 £. Randolph St. Chicago, Ill. 
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International Commercial 
School Contests 


@ THE World’s Fair authorities of 

Chicago, in keeping with the “Cen- 
tury of Progress” spirit of this famous 
pageant, are cooperating with the In- 
ternational Commercial School Con- 
tests group by setting aside Tuesday 
and Wednesday, June 27 and 28, 1933, 
for skill contests in commercial sub- 


State, national and _ international 
contests in typewriting, shorthand and 
bookkeeping have played an important 

art in developing a practical com- 
mercial curricula. This contest, so op- 
portunely timed to coincide with the 
famous Chicago World’s Fair, should 
attract thousands of students through- 
out the world to the events which will 
be scheduled. 

It has received the approval of State 
contest managers, leading commercial 
educators and commercial organiza- 
tions, all of whom are lending their 
efforts to the successful consummation 
of this program. 

The contest advisory board is tenta- 
tively considering possibility of in- 
clusion of contests on commonly used 
office appliances, in addition to type- 
writers. The widespread recognition 
of the need for training on such de- 
vices prompts this progressive action. 

The following rules and regulations 
will govern the entering of contestants: 


PUBLIC AND PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 


General Eligibility Rule for all events: 
All Contestants must have been in regular 
attendance in the school they represent since 
February 1, 1933. 


Class I—Novice—First Year 
(Shorthand, typewriting and bookkeeping) 
Any student who has had no instruction in 
these subjects prior to August 1, 1932. 
Class II—Second Year 
(Shorthand and typewriting). Any stu- 
dent who has had no instruction in the sub- 
jects prior to August 1, 1931. 
Class I1]—Open Event 
(Shorthand and typewriting). Any bona 
fide student regardless of instruction hours. 
PRIVATE SCHOOL DIVISION 


Open Event. (Typewriting). Any bona 
fide student regardless of instruction hours. 


The International Commercial 
School Contests will be managed by 
W. C. Maxwell, Hinsdale High School, 











Go This Year 
1933 











Hinsdale, Illinois. 

Mr. Maxwell has been in charge of 
the Illinois state contests for many 
years and is thoroughly experienced 
in the conducting of such events and 
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will be assisted by a competent com- 
mittee. 

For additional details regarding this 
contest, watch for future press notices 
in school, trade and newspaper pub- 
lications. 





Calendar of Educational 
Meetings 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF TEACHERS’ 
RETIREMENT SYSTEMS, tenth annual 
meeting, February 27-March 1, 1933, 510 
Groveland Avenue Hotel, Minneapolis, Minn. 
All interested in the teacher retirement move- 
ment are invited. For program and informa- 
tion, address: Miss Jennie Roch, secretary, 
National Council of Teachers’ Retirement 
Systems, New Orleans, Louisiana. 


PROGRESSIVE EDUCATION ASSOCIA- 
TION, annual conference, Chicago, March 
2, 3 and 4, 1933. Mr. Carleton Washburne, 
superintendent of the Winnetka Public 
Schools, has been appointed chairman of the 
conference. The program, which will be in 
the mails by January 15, indicates that this 
will be the most important conference ever 
held by the Association. 


CENTRAL DIVISION, I. S. T. A., annual 
meeting, March 3, 1933, Illinois State Normal 
University, Normal, Illinois. Speakers: Dr. 
Harold Rugg, Teachers College, Columbia 
University, two addresses—“The World Sit- 
uation and the Reconstruction of Education” 
and “Creative Youth and the New Educa- 
tion”; President I. Baker, State Teachers 
College, Milwaukee—address, “The Place of 


Education in Our Economic System.” 


PEORIA DIVISION, I. S. T. A., annual 
meeting, Peoria, March 3 and 4, 1933. 

SOUTH CENTRAL DIVISION, I. S. T. 
A., annual meeting, Springfield, March 30 
and 31, 1933. Speakers: Dr. Robert May- 
nard Hutchins, President, University of Chi- 
cago; Dr. Joseph Rosier, President of the 
N. E. A. 


SOUTHERN DIVISION, annual meeting, 
Carbondale, March 30 and 31. Speakers: 
President Harry Woodburn Chase, University 
of Illinois; President Jesse White, James 
Millikin, University; President Lotus B. 
Coffman, University of Minnesota; Will 
Durant, New York; Professor J. B. 
Edmonson, University of Michigan; Lyman 
Bryson, California. Music by S. L. S. N. U. 
orchestra and Egyptian chorus (all-high 
school) conducted by Professor Olaf Chris- 
tianson, Oberlin College. Sectional meetings, 
Friday afternoon, March 31. 


SOUTHWESTERN DIVISION, I. S. T. 
A., annual meeting, East St. Louis, Thursday 
and Friday, April 6 and 7, 1933. Among the 
speakers scheduled are: Hon. Francis G. 
Blair, State Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion; Frank L. Eversull, principal of high 
school, East St. Louis. 


LAKE SHORE DIVISION, annual meet- 
ing, April 24, Evanston Township High 
School. Program is only tentatively arranged 
at this time; details will be supplied later. 
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Books Received 
(Continued from page 188) 


wholesome enjoyment of leisure; study of 
versification develops a new feeling for 
words; then there is the ever-present but re- 
mote possibility of discovering a genius. As 
to the how of teaching versification—prac- 
tice with metric forms, to nonsense forms 
to serious verse is the order of progress. The 
reading and thought exercises scattered 
through the discussion require the pupil to 
read extensively and to evaluate the poems 
in the light of what he has learned. Cloth. 
190 pp. Price, $0.88. 


DOUBLEDAY, DORAN & COMPANY, 
INC., Garden City, New York: 

Directing Learning in the Elementary 
School by Walter S. Monroe, Professor of 
Education and Director, Bureau of Educa- 
tional Research, University of Illinois, and 
Ruth Streitz, Professor of Education, Uni- 
versity of Cincinnati. A basal course in 
methods. Part I is devoted to the techniques 
applicable to all teaching procedures; Part 
Il, by its treatment of specific procedure in 
reading, language, social studies, arithmetic, 
handwriting and arts, affords concrete illus- 
tration and expansion of the general princi- 
ples discussed in Part I. Under the subhead 
“The concept of learning and teaching to be 
maintained in this volume” the authors have 
this to say: 

“The present writers desire to be progres- 
sive but not radical. They accept as funda- 
mental the principle that the pupil learns 
only as the result of participating in appro- 
priate learning activities. They believe that 
under sympathetic guidance and encourage- 
ment the attempts of a pupil to realize his 
purposes or to satisfy his needs constitute 
highly desirable learning activities. They 
also believe that in the ‘average’ school many, 
if not most, of the learning activities in 
which pupils should participate can be 
secured as an outcome of combined teacher 
and pupil planning.” 

Special features include: Contributions by 
teachers describing activity units actually 
employed; lesson plans in various subjects; 
and learning activities for the reader, fol- 
lowing each chapter. 


Cloth. Illustrated. 480 pp. Price, $2.50. 


SCOTT, FORESMAN AND COMPANY, 
623 South Wabash Avenue, Chicago: 


Standard Service Algebra, by G. M. Ruch, 
University of California, and F. B. Knight, 
University of Iowa. A learning instrument 
as well as a drill and problem book. About 
40 percent of the total space is devoted to 
the thorough, step-by-step development of 
new topics, leading the pupil gradually into 
full insight of the logic of algebra. More 
than 1200 concrete problems are provided. 
Twenty-five standardized Self-Testing Drills 
provide periodic review of all fundamental 
operations. A graphic record of accomplish- 
ment on these Drills is provided through the 
Individual Progress Charts. Systematic 
chapter and semester reviews are included. 
These devices and the many other novelties, 
illustrations, puzzles, etc., will make algebra 
one of the most interesting subjects to stu- 
dents. 
aa Illustrated. 544 pages. List price, 
1,32. 
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Training for 


Farm Life and Work 

(Continued from page 162) 
sums in algebra and parse everything 
in Vergil.” 

How greatly, indeed, it would en- 
rich country life if all farm boys and 
girls were encouraged to study all 
that is beautiful or wonderful in na- 
ture; were given an acquaintance with 
the common birds, wild flowers, trees 
and shrubs; were taught to recognize 
the principal constellations; were 
taught everywhere to sing together the 
greatest songs that are the heritage of 
our race; and were made familiar with 
the masterpieces of rural art produced 
by painters like Millet, Breton, and 
Bonheur. A prime object of the rur- 
al school must be to develop in the 
country a genuine rural culture—not 
a mere imitation of city culture, but 
an indigenous rural culture that will 
open the eyes of the rural population 
to the beauty and glory that surround 
them, a culture that will enrich life 
and grow in strength and vitality with 
the passing years. 


Let us see to it, then, that agricul- f 


ture is taught in the schools, and let 


us see to it also that, unlike Mark- |} 
ham’s “Man with the Hoe,” the coun- / 


tryman of the future is no longer in- 
different to the beauties of nature— 


“the swing of Pleiades, the rift of Ys 


dawn, the reddening of the rose.” 


Rather may the time soon come 


when, with agriculture ennobled as a 
science, enriched as a business, and 


beautified as a life, the typical farmer §* i 


of America may have indeed “a joy- 


sentiment of John Burroughs: 

“T have loved to feel the grass under 
my feet and the running streams by 
my side. The hum of the wind in the 


tree tops has always been music to |EW'W 


i 
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TRAVEL RATES 
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an increased chance to 
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terest, and select the tour that 


attracts you most in the vast 
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i igantic jal and in 
eet echievements from polar 
seas to tropic sands. nyt 
} your own bent in visiting e 
| stupendous building, intense 
social activities, factories and 
i research institu- 
giant farms, ee 
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45 TOURS 
To CHOOSE FROM 
BY 5 to 31 days... $8 0 day Tour 





ous existence,” and echo the beautiful fe 


Price includes Intourist 
nocels, meals, guide-interpre- 
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me, and the face of the fields has often 
comforted me more than the faces of 


men. 
cause by my constitution I have nest- 
led lovingly in it. 
home. It has been my point of look- 
out into the universe. I have not 
bruised myself against it, nor tried to 
use it ignobly. I have tilled the soil; 
I have gathered its harvest. I have 
waited upon its seasons, and have al- 
ways reaped what I have sown. While 
I delved I did not lose sight of the 
sky overhead. While I gathered bread 
and meat for my body, I did not neg- 


I am in love with this world be- 4 


It has been my # 
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é Please LetiJi Mniieo<” 


Do You Receive 


“WORD STUDY”? 


Throughout the school year we issue 
periodically, for the benefit of English 
teachers, a publication entitled WORD 
STUDY in which are presented many 
interesting and helpful ideas relating to 
the teaching of the subject. It will a 
us to know whetheryou receive WOR 
STUDY; if you do, what your opinion 
of it is; and :f you do not, whether you 
would like to receive it free of expense. 
We will appreciate a word from you. In writing 
please mention “The Illinois Teacher.” 


The Merriam- 
Webster is the 
“Supreme 
Authority” 
One hundred years of 
experience insure its 
accuracy and scholar- 
ship and have estab- 


lished it as the authori- 
tyin American schools. 


WEBSTER’S NEW 
INTERNATIONAL 
DICTIONARY 


The Presidents and Department Heads of lead- 
ing Universities and Colleges give their in- 
dorsement. Write for Free illustrated pamphlet 
with sample pages. 


G. & C. MERRIAM CO. 


S Springfield, Mass. al 
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lect to. gather its bread and meat for 
my soul. I have climbed its mountains, 
roamed its forests, felt the sting of its 
frosts, the oppression of its heats, the 
drench of its rains, the fury of its 
winds, and always have beauty and 
joy waited upon my goings and com- 
ings.” 





Greetings 


From the President 
(Continued from page 164) 


dustries in America, and the fact that 
the whole process can be carried on by 
automatic machinery will increase our 
unemployment by millions. 

These engineers give another illus- 
tration in the use of rayon. For twen- 
ty years industry kept rayon from the 
market, but it finally crept in. A 
factory has recently been completed 
in New Jersey, which is completely 
automatic, and by means of photo- 
electric cells even the dyes can be 
changed by the manager from his New 
York office without the aid of human 
hands at the factory. There is a glass 
blowing machine recently installed in 
another factory which does as much 
work as 9,000 men did formerly. A 
good brick maker used to produce 450 
bricks a day; with modern machinery 
the production is 400,000 bricks per 
day per man. Everywhere we read 
the significant label, “not touched by 
human hands.” Production in every 


Mm line has sky-rocketed, but the number 


of workers has decreased. The final 








All you need to do to secure one of these modern personal conveniences 
for teachers is to send to the undersigned the full names and addresses of 
Superintendents of Protestant Sunday-schools in your 
town or vicinity, and to state your choice of the two 


Handy Aids offered. 


The Only Requirements 

(1) Names must be bona fide. 

(2) Complete address in each case, including Name, 
Street Address, Box Number or Rural Route (if any), 
Post Office, and State must be given. 

(3) Your own name must be signed with full address, 
and choice of Handy Aid indicated. 


SUCCESSFUL TEACHING 
at ABSOLUTELY NO COST 


Of Paramount Importance 
to successful teaching are your personal conveniences. Treat your- 
self to one of the famous “ Buddy ” memo books with your name inscribed 
in gold or to a beautiful silver and black automatic “Scribe” pencil. 
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conclusion of this group of engineers 
is, “that because of improved machin- 
ery we have no room for 50% of our 
fourteen million unemployed, even if 
our factories were operating at the 
1929 peak production; and at the pres- 
ent downward rate, there will be 
twenty-five million unemployed by 
1934. While the employment has 
been decreasing, we have increased our 
debt load upwards to the stupendous 
amount of two hundred and eighteen 
billions by shoving present respon- 
sibilities off to the future.” I do not 
believe our country is going to pieces, 
nor do | believe we can wave this re- 
port aside with a gesture. 

In our educationel system we are 
doing something of the same thing. 
We have an over-production of highly 
trained teachers from our teachers 
colleges and universities, and have no 
place to put these graduates. Nearly 
every school system in the state is re- 
ducing its staff by increasing the teach- 
er load or is not taking on new teach- 
ers. In either case, unemployment is 
increased. If we are to cope success- 
fully with the present and future con- 
ditions in society, as they affect educa- 
tion today, it is going to be necessary 
for this organization with its thirty- 
nine thousand members and more, to 
work together as a unit as never be- 
fore. We have been hindered at times 
in the past by not being able to agree 
upon a policy. This must not happen 
now. I hope that we shall have open 
and free discussion on all questions 
that arise during this meeting and that 
we shall arrive at plans whereby we 
may cope with the situation with a 
united front. Fortunately for this as- 
sociation we have a secretary who is 
not only seasoned in the work of carry- 
ing forward our program, but has the 
courage and unusual ability necessary 
to get results. 

It will be interesting to read the his- 
tory of the next two decades when this 
organization celebrates its 100th An- 
niversary in 1953. 

During your stay here in Spring- 
field, I sincerely hope that an effort-to 
get acquainted with as many of the 
delegates as possible, will be made. 
One of the main purposes of the As- 
sociation is to encourage good fellow- 
ship and unity of thought and action. 
I am sure we shall be able to accomp- 
lish these results and when you go to 
your various communities, you will do 
everything within your power to pro- 
tect and defend the progress that has 
been made in the cause of Education. 
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My Heart Is Lost 


In Yellowstone 
By MAUDE OWEN 


@ EVER since I was a youngster I have had 

the urge to make a trip through Yellow- 
stone National Park. Last summer I did it, 
or rather we did it, Virginia and I. 

More curiosities of nature are concen- 
trated in that one area than are to be found 
in all the rest of the world. Even with- 
out them Yellowstone still would be worthy 
of a visit because of its scenic beauty and 
its abundance of wild animal life. 

We were bubbling over with enthusiasm 
as we alighted from the Yellowstone Special 
at West Yellowstone. We had decided to gu 
through the park on one of the escorted 
tours because we did not want to overlook 
any important point of interest. Right away 
we were impressed with the efficiency and 
good management of the Park. Before we 
could worry about it our baggage was on 
the bus, and Virginia and I had climbed 
into the front seat with the driver and we 
were off to see the wonders of Yellowstone. 
The Park bus drivers proved to be regular 
encyclopedias—pointing out and explaining 
things of interest all along the way. They 
are “gear jammers” we soon learned and we 
were “dudes,” but regardless of what they 
called us we thought we were pretty well 
treated when we arrived at Old Faithful and 
were told that each person was. to occupy 
the same seat in the bus throughout the trip. 
I suppose they have these attractive men on 
purpose. 

We left West Yellowstone on a ride that 
was indeed a pleasant preliminary to what 
was to come. Here were acres of green fer- 
ests and the air was filled with the spicy 
fragrance of the pines. Occasional glimpses 
could be caught of the Madison river and 
of charming views of distant mountains. 
We came in sight of the cascades of the 
Firehole river, one of the park’s most beau- 
tiful waterfalls. 

A few miles more brought us in view of 
the first geysers we were to see. These 
pillars of water and steam resembled white 
plumes waving in the air against the dark 
green of the forest and the azure blue of 
the sky. There are six geyser basins in the 
park. 

We arrived at Old Faithful Camp just in 
time for dinner, and again how glad we were 
that we were with an escorted party! Our 
conductor had registered for us in advance. 
We were hardly out of the bus before we 
were assigned our cabins, the “pack rats” 
(Yellowstone’s bell hops) had delivered our 
bags, and we were the first to reach the 
dining-room. Advance literature had failed 
to mention this attraction, but when one ac- 
quires such an appetite as I did, combined 
with the knowledge of the marvelous meal 
ahead, this proves an important advantage. 

We had just finished dinner when Old 
Faithful began to erupt. Il never forget 
that lovely sight. Old Faithful stages its 
performance every sixty to eighty minutes; 
we were able to get some good snap-shots 
of it in action. There are a number of 
other geysers that equal or excel Old Faith- 
ful in volume or height, but lack its regu- 
larity. 


One of the rangers 
took a party for a hike 
through the geyser basin, 
where we saw other 
weird sights as interest- 
ing as the geysers: the 
Paint Pot, a boiling mass 
of colored clay, and the 
Morning Glory Pool, so 
named because of its del- 
icately tinted cone; the Emeral Pool and 
Sapphire Springs, as rich in color as their 
names; and the famous Handkerchief pool, 
which a thoughtless person had spoiled by 
putting in a log, destroying the odd current. 

The “savages” (employees) of the Park 
are college boys and girls chosen as much 
for their ability to sing and put on stunts 
as to make beds, wait tables, and carry lug- 
gage. The “pillow punchers,” the “scullery 
skirts,” “hash slingers,” and “pack rats” al- 
ways sang greetings and farewells to the 
incoming and departing guests. This first 
evening, one of the rangers (and how we 
adored their uniforms) gave a most inter- 
esting lecture on the park, its formations, 
how it was discovered, and how made into 
a national park. He explained why guests 
must observe the few rules of the park 
posted so conspicuously. Another ranger, 
an oldtimer, gave the “Sermon on the 
Mount” at the feeding grounds of the bears. 
I wouldn’t have missed it for the world. 

We were up early the next morning eager 
to be on our way to see more of this amaz- 
ing land. We were to go to Yellowstone 
Lake. The road was through interesting 
mountain scenery, and we crossed the Con- 
tinental Divide twice on this trip of forty 
miles. From the Divide the waters on one 
slope eventually reach the Pacific ocean and 
those on the other flow to the Atlantic. At 
a stop at Shoshone Lake we were able to 
see the snow-capped crests of the Teton 
range in Grand Teton National park, 90 
miles to the south. 

Of course, we were not allowed to pick 
even one flower in the park, but we could 
take away memories of their vivid colors. 
The higher the altitude the brighter the 
flowers. It seems that nature makes up tu 
the little flower in color for its hardihood in 
growing at all. 

Yellowstone lake may be ranked among 
the largest of the mountain lakes. Its shore 
line is 100 miles in circumference. I was 
thrilled by the motor-boat trip on this lake 
over 7700 feet above sea level, the largest 
body of water in the world at such an alti- 
tude. That night was spent at the Lake 
camp; how romantic to sit on the spacious 
porch and look out over the water in the 
full glow of the brilliant moonlight! 

The bears are not the only inhabitants in 
this natural zoo. Before we left the park, we 
passed great herds of elk grazing in the 
grassy valleys. They merely raised their 
heads in surprise as the bus went by. I tried 
to get a snapshot of the mountain sheep 
living in the rocky heights, but they ran 
like the wind and it was impossible. There 
are three great herds of buffalo which roam 
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Ranger and Dudes—Old Faithful Geyser Crater 


through the open prairies as they did over 
the western plains of old. 

The next morning I awakened ever so 
refreshed and eager for the ride to the Grand 
Canyon. For grandeur, majesty and color 
I thought no single spectacle in Yellowstone 
Park compared with the Grand Canyon of 
the Yellowstone river. Cleft through a for- 
ested plateau, its precipitous sides are tinted 
in a thousand pastel shades and vivid hues, 
and carved and fretted in countless curious 
formations. I was speechless in awe and 
admiration of the view at Inspiration Point. 
The river winding along comes to a sheer 
precipice with a descent of over 300 feet. 
This is the Great Fall of the Yellowstone 
river. Against the lively colorings of the 
canyon walls this column of rushing water, 
amid the clouds of whirling spray, presented 
a picture that will live forever in my mem- 
ory. Our cabin was near the Little Falls 
and we went to sleep that night to the mur- 
mur of the water going over the falls, re- 
membering the beautifully tinted rainbows 
which formed in the ascending spray of the 
fall. 

The next morning we arose excited to see 
what the day would hold for us, because 
we knew our interesting stay in this wonder- 
land was nearing an end. This last evening 
in the park we would be at Mammoth Hot 
Springs. 

The setting at Mammoth Hot Springs is 
most fantastic. Here are groups of terraces 
over which flow the steaming water. Each 
descending step has been tinted by the min- 
eral-laden water into a thousand tones and 
shades of scarlet, orange, pink, yellow, blue 
and lavender. So vivid are these colors that 
they appear to vibrate and glow in the sun- 
light as the water flows over them. It is 
most beautiful. Virginia and I had a de- 
lightful swim in the pool adjoining the 
Mammoth hotel. This is fed by the warm 
water of the springs. 

More pleasant hours at the hotel that eve- 
ning. The slogan of the park seems to be 
“no dull evenings,” for they say the days 
will always take care of themselves. Music 
and dancing are to be had at all hotels 
and lodges, and the spirit of informality is 
quite contagious. Perhaps that is why Yel- 
lowstone attracts so many young people. 
Numerous lectures are given by the rangers, 
who are trained naturalists, for those who 
prefer a somewhat more informative and 
profitable way of spending the after-dinner 
hours. 

As a sort of parting gesture we were pre- 
sented with a final view of the geysers. They 
seemed to wave adieu and whisper, “Come 
again.” Virginia and I agreed we would. 








Creamy, tender foods weaken 
the gums by robbing them of 
exercise and stimulation. 


Gum Massage 
SCCUTeCS 


Their Future 
against Oral Ills 


TEACHERS SHOW HOW MASSAGE 
KEEPS GUMS HEALTHY: Hygiene 
classes practice EXTERIOR gum 
massage for oral health,and use 
the tooth brush at home for 
brushing gums inside and out. 





Children quickly form the habit 
of massaging their gums each 
time they brush their teeth. 








RAINING children in health regimes — 
that is a task always graciously under- 
taken by our teachers. 

And how rightly is the success of the 
modern hygiene of gum massage attributed 
to their assistance! 

Now, children learn, gums stay hard and 
healthy when the daily tooth-brushing is 
followed by a quick massage of the gums. 


Massage Revives Gums Weakened 
by Too Many Soft Foods 


Sound teeth depend on healthy gums. And 
to be firm and healthy, gums need exer- 
cise and stimulation — something the soft, 
creamy foods of today do not give. They 
grow weak and flabby. They develop a ten- 
dency to bleed. 

And unless “pink tooth brush” is checked 
promptly—with massage—weakened gums 


may soon be the victim of such disorders 
as gingivitis, Vincent’s disease or even the 
rare pyorrhea. 


From every direction, teachers’ reports 
come in, telling us of the progress made 
with gum massage. In class, the usual 
method of demonstration is. with exterior 
massage—that is, holding the index finger 
near the jaw to represent the tooth brush 
and then rotating it, from the base of the 
gums toward the teeth. 


These class drills in gum massage im- 
press upon young minds the two-fold use 
of the tooth brush. Then, before mirrors 
at home, they see for themselves how a 
light pressure of the brush drives sluggish 
blood from the gums and sends back fresh 
blood to keep them toned, healthy and 
stimulated. 


Published in the interest of Better Health 


Your devotion to this important part of 
oral hygiene will be reflected, for years 
to come, in the splendid oral health of 
these future men and women. 


Massage with Ipana Tooth Paste assures 
glowingly firm and healthy gums. Dentists 
recommend it for toning the gum walls as 
well as cleaning the teeth. And its refresh- 
ing flavor wins even children to its use. 


Ipana’s ziratol content makes it a specific 
for tender or bleeding gums. Try it your- 
self, if your tooth brush occasionally shows 
“pink.” Each time you brush your teeth, 
put a little extra Ipana on your brush, and 
massage it lightly into your gums. But Ipana 
or no, every educator now has an oppor- 
tunity to spread the doctrine of better 
teeth and gums by teaching children the 
twice-a-day habit of gum massage. 


BRISTOL-MYERS CO., New York 
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